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A 
LETTER 


TO THE 


s 


PRINCE OF WALES, 
| on 
A SECON D APPLICATION 
Mt u. Ag al 
PARLIAMENT, 


To diſcharge Debts wantonly contract . May; 17 97. 
; : EY 7 : | 7 * 


« His Majeſty could not however 2 or defire the affiſtance of this 
Houſe, but on a well-grounded expectation, that the Prince will avoid 
contracting any debts in future, and his Majeſty has the ſatisfaction to ob- 
ſerve, that the Prince has given the fulleſt aſſurance of HIS determination 
to conſine his future expences WITHIN his income, and had ſettled a plan, 


* 
Wa 
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and fixed an order in thoſe expences, which it was truſted, un 2 


tually ſecure the execution of his intentions 
; King's Mfg. delivered to the Houſe . May, 19 05 


THE TENTH EDITION ENLARGED; 
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0 E e of this Letter have been ſold, demon- 


ſtrates that the country, indignant at the lit- 
tle regard ſhewn by the Prince of Wales to 
the diſtreſs of the times, and to the ſanctity 
of his own, engagements;. reſents with be- 


coming warmth, a conduct as im politic, As it is 


uni iverſally felt and acknowledged to oe ſhame- 
122 ful and 1 iniquitous. .. = 
1 6 queſtion agitated. in the Houle of 
| Cone on the 14th of May, was of the 
utmoſt importance to the internal quiet of 


_ the empire, and may ultimately affect the life, 
property and perſonal liberty of every indi- 
-- vidual in the Britiſh dominions; ; the iſſue 
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| hat; which it has had, tends to fayor the fan guinary 
views of thoſe who wiſh to convert our night- 
Cellars into revolutionary tribunals, and to 
eerect guillotines in all our public ſquares. 
Even the intereſts, of poſterity are involved in 


this unfortunate, this more than injudicious 
- -queſtioo,and the gentlemen) who have contend- 
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ed for the payment of debts which the nation 


has certainly no right to diſcharge, and which 
it ought not to have known, would have done 
much better by reflecting, that ſuch a mea- 


| ture would give irrefiſtible force to the argu- 


ments of thoſe who obje&t to the expence, and 
deny the utiliey of Monarchy; they ſhould 
have well conſidered the juſtice of the appli- 
cation, the expediency of acceding to it, and 

above all, whether from the temper of the 


i times, and the perilous ſtate of the country, 


the very credit and exiſtence of Parliament 


might not be endangered by complying with 


72 what was evidently its duty to have peremp- 


10 
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12 
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1 
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f torily rejected. It may not have occurred to 


them perhaps, that, by even condeſcending to 
feaſt the ſubje& of the Prince's debts, they 
have juſtified the clamor of thoſe who are the 
moſt violent in favor of democracy, while by 
admitting that thoſe debts ought to be diſ- 


05 Agel, they have proved themſelves to be 
- = very unthrifty, if not very unfaithful ſtewards 


of the public money. The queſtion well ana- 


- 4 lyſed, and reduced to plain matter of fact, 
Was, whether tlie Prince of Wales ſhall be 
allowed to impoveriſh and diſhonor the coun- 


try by profuſion and bad example ; whether 


4 

he ſhall be permitted to laviſh, with or with- 
out control, the property of others; Or, 
whether the Commons of Great Bri- 
"a; faithful to themſelves and to their 
conſtituents, would diſcharge the truſt re- 
poſed in them like BRITONS, and ſpurn a 
requeſt which, ſtript of the forms preſcribed 
by the conſtitution, is neither more, nor leſs 
than a DEMAND, and a demand of ſuch a 
nature, as to leave no doubt, in even the moſt 
ſceptical mind, what we have to expect from 
the juſtice and generoſity of his Royal High- 
neſs, were we unhappily left at the mercy of 
either ! It is our boaſt, and certainly our feli- 

_ city, that we have other and better ſecurities.— 
Pray heaven it may never be neceſſary to re- 
cur to them -The report that Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Sheridan intended to vote for the payment 
of debts, contracted in direct violation of a ſo- 
lemn and poſitive engagement to Parliament, 
appears to have been nearer allied to truth 
than is conſiſtent with the obligations which 
theſe gentlemen voluntarily impoſed upon 

_ themſelves, and which they ſtand pledged to 
; perform, if their repeated declarations to the 
different popular ſocieties, to which they have 
paid ſervile and ; unremitting court, were 
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ever meant ies whe realiſed, | The iy, — 
their attachment to the pl; of the peo- 


45 ow which has long been queſtioned, is 


now no longer deubtful. Their conduct on 


the rath of laſt May has decided a controverſy 


hootherwiſerintereſting to the nation, than 
from the very little portion of good faith 
and public virtue, which unhappily exiſt 
in the country. The opportunity was cer- 


tainly/ fayorable to the recovery of their 
faded reputation, if the rectitude and vigor of 


their minds had been equal to the effort; but 


they were apprehenſive, perhaps, of appearing, 


not in the engaging and amiable light of wiſe 


and faithful counſellors to his Royal High- f 
neſs, but as accomplices in the ſhameful pro- 
digality which has degraded him in the opi- 
nion of thoſe, Who would much rather have 


cauſe to adore, than to execrate him, and 
ho are grieved to behold him brou ght for- 


ward, not in the exalted and enviable cha- 
racter of heir apparent to the Britiſh diadem, 


C7 


not as 4 Prince entitled to eſteem, reverence, 
and affection, but as a mendicant, to relieve 
| whole neceſſities, our pockets are reluctantly 


and diſdainfully opened The Houſe of Com- 
mons has indeed voted an eſtabliſhment as 


/ 


„Cv 


unprecedented': as it is unnierited; bur has the 
nation concurredi in the vote? No! The 
general voice is ; decidedly a it, and the 
advocates for parliamentary reform contend) 
more forcibly than ever, for the neceffity of 


_cleanfir ing the Augean ſtable, before its accu- 


mulated and peſtilential filth, contaminates 
and poiſons the whole atmoſphere !--Nowon- 
der that one of the gentlemen, who has par- 
taken of the profuſion at Carleton Houſe, kept 


| aloof from the danger that menaced his po- 
pularity ; ; his patriotiſm (lame and defective) 


halted on the day of trial, between the heir 
apparent and the people; for the gentleman 


| has courted both, and having pledged himielf 


to both, would no doubt have, oy happy 


| with either dear charmer, 


But as they thus raed him ts gether, G7 
To neither a word would he ſay. © 


His friend and patron, more manly and 


correct in ſentiment and in conduct, faced the 


danger, and deprecated the diſcuſſion of a 


queſtion ſo diſreputable to the Prince, and 


hazardous in its conſequences to the nation. 
How far the gentlemen above mentioned are 


implicated in the guilt / and profuſion of 
Carleton Houſe is needleſs to inquire.---Their 


(; 4 vi * 


7 ſan, I "8 is ſet for e ever b. and tough I 
am diſpoſed to treat With ſilent contempt the 


ſuſpicious, not to ſay perfidious abſenſe of 
one of them from His duty in, parliament, : 
cannot but admire the happy dexterity of the 
other, who, i in paying court at the ſame time 
to his Royal Highneſs and the people, wor- 
ſhipped at once both God and Mammon! In-. 
ſtead of that eloquence which has to often 
cozened our judgment, and raviſhed our de- 
luded ſenſes, being exerted with all its force 
and ingenuity to reſcue the treaſury from pre- 
meditated rapine; inſtead of its being diſ-- 
played i in all its bewitching ſplendor, to illu- 
mine, convert and captivate a ſhameleſs ſe- 17 
nate to a ſenſe of honor and of duty; inſtead | 
of its majeſtic thunder, provoked by outrage, | 
and aggravated by audacity, reverberating 
from one' extremity of the empire to the 
other ; inſtead of reprobating, as heretofore, 
with all the vehemence of a mind ardent in 
its purſuits, and in love with right, a wanton | 
| expenditure of the public money, or any ad- 
dition to the aggravated burthens which op- 
Preſs and diſcourage induſtry, we find its vi- 
gor, brilliancy, candor, and apparent rectitudle, 
exchanged for inſipidity, dulneſs, fallacy, and ' 


—* 


= . (vi » 
7 abb; While the wretched effects of a vi- 
Cious education, confirmed by long habits, 
and which intereſt and ambition (under the 
deceitful veil of mock-patriotiſm) had for 
«| ſome time paſt concealed from vulgar obſer- 
vation, appeared in all their genuine baſeneſs 
and deformity! Never did the Houſe: of 
| Commons ( accuſtomed and reconciled as it is 
4 to ſophiſms, tergiverſations, contradictions 
and abſurdities) hear a ſpeech ſo little calcu- 
lated to anſwer its deluſive purpoſes; it Was 
artful, but could not impoſe ; inſtead of giv- 
n ing hope c or ſatisfaction to either party, it diſ- 
couraged, offended, and diſguſted both. It 
gave us the idea of Cunning outwitting her- 
ſelf by the nicety of refinement, atid the only 
part which gentlemen were di{S6fedremon- 1 
demn the leaſt, was that which recommended | 
a mode leſs tedious for diſcharging the debts of 
| the Prince of Wales, than that which was ſug- — 
. geſted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
the motive to which, perhaps, was compaſſion AN 
3 to the object of the debate, in order that the = 
Pg recollection of the inſult and wrong offered to | 
the nation, might be the ſooner effaced from | 
its memory. Mr. Fe ox, inſenſible to the in- 1 
; . of ' thoſe, whoſe cauſe he would be 


05 Vii 0 


- eee to elpouſe PR . af his folemn 
and repeated promiſes to his conſtituents ; ; 
| forgerful at once of his duty, his country, 8 
and himſelf; deſcends to accelerate by ſub- 
"gn trick, and colluſion, what he. publicly 
-\ affects to condemn! And. is this a proper 
perſon to be entruſted with the adminiſtration. 
of a great empire? Is this the man, who, 
3 diſgraceful history ſtrong i in our re- 
collection, aſpires to direct our public c coun- 
S cils, and on whoſe. admiſſion into office every | 
Nee in the State would be inundated 
_.with;a:-croud; of hungry. and rapacious ox 
pecdants, beſides an innumerable ſwarm of 
Treaſury, Admiralty, and Bedchamber Lords, 
14 aimed and emboſſed together, like bees 7 
0 . hive ;. and in whoſe excluſion 55 
335 the nation is intereſted on the ſcore of co 
43 nomy alone, independant. of 4 variety of 
| other conſiderations, no leſs obvious and i Im- 
eden, „ . 
Mr. Fox tells us, in N for es to 
the ropoſed increaſe, that he was an advocate, 
1 dd e in office, for the enormous addition 
ptopoſed to be made to, a an eſtabliſhment, 
Which every diſpaſionate man, acquainted 1 
Wy with the Figin. and true principles of 80 
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| vernment; will acknowledge to be a very 


competent, and even 4 very liberal proviſion 


for the eldeſt ſon of the chief magiſtrate. Mr. 
| Fox, aware of the danger of being thought 
aà pattiſan of the Prince, or of contending 


rhat tlie nation ought to pay his debts, enters 
into an hiſtorical detail of his own munificent 
* intentions towards his Royal Highneſs, at 


thoſe preciſe periods of his life, when he ap- 
pears to have been the leaſt entitled to the 
liberality of the country, and the leaſt dif- 
: poſed to have made a proper uſe of it. 
. am unwilling to ſuppoſe, that he antedates 
bis beneficent intentions towards the Prince, 
in order to avoid an inveſtigation of what 
| might ultimately affect his own credit, and at 


all events degrade his Royal Higtineſs ſill 
5 lower, if poſſible, in the public opinion; 1 | 
ſhould be forty to queſtion the veracity of a 


man, whoſe talents and attainments I have 
been a accuſtoined from 200 Anne to ee! ; 


engen 8 manners, WY his Cabs 
a deſirable acquiſition;. I would not have it 


thought that Taffume a fact for the malevo- 


tent * of” drawing concluſions. unfa- 
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vorable to his charater;; but, 9 that 


his aſſent to the enormous eſtabliſhment, pro- 


poſed by Mr. Pitt, was nat an expedient to 
provide for this ſhameful accumulation of 
debt; admitting that his propoſal to compel 


the Prince to live upon a reduced income, 


until that debt was liquidated, was not an 


artifice to impoſe upon our credulity, and 
preſerve to himſelf, if poſſible, all that re- 
mains of a popularity as. laboriouſly acquired, 8 


as it appears to have been fooliſhly ſquan- 
dered, what does it prove, but that Mr. Fox, 


at variance with himſelf, and regardleſs of 
3 that ceconomy which he recommends to thoſe 
i whom he has. endeavoured to ſupplant, would | 
: long fince have plunged the nation into ex- 


pences it can ill afford, and have ſaddled it 


with an eſtabliſhment unneceſſarily extrava- 


gant? To every objection that was made in 
the debate, and to a painful enumeration of : 
facts, at once offenſive and. diſtrefling, he gave | 
no other anſwer, than © that it was requz 2 WE 


- fo ſupport the ſplendor of the heir apparent. I 
do not like vague terms in argument, and el. 


pecially when the ſubject requires preciſion. i | 
Mr. Fox is a man of obſervation and of reflec. 


} 


tion 7 and as his mind i 1s naturally inquiſitive 


ED 


LSE. 
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aid! acute, AK Sac be eſcaped his notice, 
that example; i in faſhion and in morals, deſcend 


from the higher to the lower orders in ſociety. 


Mr. Fo OX cannot have travelled thus far on 
his journey through life, without having ac- 


quired a very competent knowledge of the 


reciprocal duties, and relative conditions of 


men living together in ſociety; taking it then 


for granted, that his well-informed mind can 
receive no additional inſtruction on a ſubject, 


which muff have occupied a conſiderable 
ſhare of "his attention, Iwill aſk him if he 
does not think, that the ſplendor of princes 


is beſt ſupported, not by a piebald aſſemblage 


of uſeleſs valets, decorated with titles or with 

| liveries, but by the rectitude of their conduct, 
and the purity of their manners! 2 am ſure 
that he muſt agree with me. Would to hea» 
ven that I could return the compliment, and 
ſubſcribe with equal Juſtice to His opinions. 
But he has objects in view far different to 
thoſe of mine, or he would never have aſked 
in the face of parliament and the world, If 


they. would have the Prince of Wales fer the 


fuſft example of reform?” The very queſtion 
is an acknowledgment of either guilt or fol- 
hy, or ou, in | his Royal Highneſs, and the 


2 — eine OE ee” 
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fact admitted, 1 anſwer in * AF F RMA 


TIVE. This gentleman, in a ſpeech. which 
refle&ts more credit on his ingenuity than on 


his patriotiſm, aſſerts, * _ that the cities of 
London and Wahtminſeer, and even the na-. 


tion at large, ſhould fet an exam vple of reform; * 


5 and that until 3 e 4 d; uſpoſition in . 


e 


*. Es nor decent 75 expett tem uperance, | 


or economy | in bis Royal. Highneſs ! ihe This : 


is granting a long furlough indeed to folly and 
| extravagance, and with which, every, block. | 

. head and knave i in the kingdom. will be de- 5 

| lighted ; but is it juſt? and can it be ſaid to | 


come with, propriety from the lips of a man 


Who i is a legiſlator ? who has former ly. filled f 


one of the firſt departments i in the ſtate, and 


| who (reduced to mendicity by the irregula- 
rities of a long protracted youth) i is at this i in- 


ſtant maintained by ſubſcription ! 1 That Mr. | 


Fox ſhould have hazarded ſuch ſentiments, 


and have held ſuch language, muſt be matter 


.- aſtoniſhment to thoſe who have heard him 1 
reaſon on other ſub jects, and his friends Jam 


ſure muſt lament, at he ſhould have loſt an 


| opportunity ſo favorable to the recovery of _ 


his bankrupt reputation; they muſt have 


oy 6 xiſi 2 

| been hurt, that a a man from whom better prin- 
Ciples, and. better arguments are expected, 
ſhould have offered an apology. Fry extremely 
futile, and as profligate s it is weak, for the 
unpardonable exceſſes of Carleton Houſe; ; 
b they muſt have  bluſhedat the humiliating and 
diſguſting. inequalities. which appeared i in a 


mind fitted for better purpoſes, while the 


miſerable ſhifts to which \ Vice and Indiſcre- 


8 #3 % 5 


tion were driven, in attempting to conceal ; 


their deformities,gave Virtue the triumph ſhe 


» \% % & 


| pA offered to morals and good ſenſe. 


Does Mr. Fox ſpeak of, London i in its corpo- 
rate capacity, or as a town, containing an in- 
; numerable crowd of inhabitants promiſcuouſly 


aſſembled together, who. have a right to exact, 


or at leaſt to expect, conformity t to their modes, 
manners, and principles from their ſovereign, 
and the male branches of his family, to whom 
: only I have alluded, and in whom amendment 
4s. required? Never was an evaſion ſo groſsly 
| ; impudent and palpable, preſented to the com- 


* 


mon ſenſe of mankind! Called upon in his 


| public function to condemn, what in his pri- 
vate character he has countenanced and con- 
| nived at, no wonder that the gentleman 
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mould appear” auk ward and ill at eaſe; his 
eee was diſtrefling, and feeling for the 
wounded honor of the Prince, it was natural 
that he ſhould feel for his on. 

But aukward and ill at caſe as he muſt r ne- 
ceſſarily have felt, diſtreſſed : as he muſt have 
been by the vote he was called upon to give, 
and which, to whatever fide it leant, would 
tend equally to his ſhame and conviction, . | 
am aſtoniſhed at his daring to inquire if gent. 

nen would ſelect his Royal Highneſs for the 

| firft example of reform, 7 and, 7. m ſome fort, for 
puniſhment ? (a). Yes! moſt undoubtedly ] His 
Royal Highneſs ought to be ſelected for the 

G fir, rlt example of reform, and in Some fort for 
Puniſhment, becauſe he ſet , a bad example 
When it was incumbent on him, as heir ap- 

55 parent, to have ſet a good one. \ It is a ſorry 
and a contemptible excuſe, unworthy. of his 

. pride: and underſtanding, to tay. that the times 
are corrupt. They are indeed moſt lament- 
ably ſo; but I will take u pon me to aſſert, | 
that however bad the morals of the country 
werte, when his Royal Highneſs deſcended 
from the nurſery, | that he has contributed to 


4) Vide the ſpeech of Mr. f ox, as reported in the Morning | 
Chronicle on Friday, May 1 I5, 1795- = „ 
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make them worſe... The ſhare he has hed in, 


relaxing thoſe ligaments which unite and bind 


men together, and which are the eaſieſt, and 
toa certainty the beſt ſecurities for their mu- 
tual integrity towards each other, requires 


that his Royal Highneſs ſhould be the firſt to 


ſet an example of reform; and if, by exer- 
© ciſing the virtue of ſelf-denial, Mr. Fox 
means puniſhment, I aver that every retrench- 
ment the Prince ſhall think proper to make, 


will tend to reſtore to hn that ſhare in our 


affections, which he has unhappily loſt by 
miſcondu&. It will be an amende honorable ; 
the only one in his power to make, and which, 
he owes to. the nation whoſe property he has 
/ ſquandered, and whoſe morals he has inſulted. 


To theſe conſiderations; - which A life of 


5 thoughtleſs diſſipation has rendered perſonally 
applicable to the Prince, may be added others 
not leſs obvious and important; and theſe are 


the obligations he is under from his elevated 


ſtation, to ſet a good example to; the nation, 


and to abſtain from whatever tends to propa- 


gate vice and immorality. It was the duty 
0 of thoſe with whom he aſſociated i in earlier 
life, to have informed him that the inferior 


orders of mankind take their morals [and 
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Alger from fol ſuperiors, Ad that Abe ex- | 
ample of the former never t inffacnce the © con- : 
00 of the latter. „ Fr : 
When the WIR of — debts! mW 
breach of a folemn promiſe was urged, when | 
the nature and complexion of thoſe debts, and 
the impertinence of calling upon the public 
to fulfil the engagements of vice and folly 
were commented upon, Mr. Fox obſerved a 
profound filence; there was nothing to revolt 
or ſhock his feelings in the turpitude that in- 
volved his Royal Highneſs in difficulties; 
there was nothing ſcandalous or offenſtve in 
the violation of 7hat word which ought to be 
held as facted as religion ! neither could Mr. 
Fox, watchful as a Ttynx over all the Shes F 
diſburſements of public money, « diſcover either 
prodigality, miſchief, or breach of traſt to tile 
nation, in voting a conſiderabſe portion of it? 
Property to diſcharge the debts of a man who 
muſt bluff, if he has any ſhatne, to the laſt 
moment ' of his Se at having ch | 
tracted them,” Mr. Fox gets rid of the com- 
l infumy of the büffneſs, by aſſertittg 
that he was, when in office, for allowing his 
Royal Highneſs an annual income of one 
hundred and twenty-five thoufand pounds, 


but that he was over-ruled in the cabinet. 


4 * 2 — 
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What is this, but a poſitive and direct con- 
feſñion, that his colleagues, more faithful to 
the nation than himſelf, were better guardians 
of the public money ? ? What is it in fact, 
but acknowledging that Mr. Pitt, more fru- 
gal and economical, is the better miniſter? 
that he has ſaved to the country by his ar- 
rangement, ſomething more than half a mil- 
lion; while Mr. Fox, if his counſels had been 
attended to, at a time when the heir apparent 


certainly ** did not differ in political opinions from 


his Majeſty's Miniſters, x would have laviſhed 
upwards of ſeven hundred thouſand pounds of 
the public money on a prodigal, whoſe pre- 
ſent embarraſiments would not have been pre- 
vented, either by the ſervile complaiſance of 
the miniſter, or the bounty of the nation? 
This ſaving, immenſe. as it is, may however 
be the leaſt part of the obligations which we 
owe to the colleagues of Mr. Fox in the firſt 
| inſtance, and to the prudent management of 
Mr. Pitt in the ſecond. Our obligations to 
both may go to an extent which ſets calcula- 
tion at defiance, if we ſeriouſly contemplate 
the miſchiefs which might have reſulted to 
the kingdom, if Carleton Houle, at the time 


= Vide the ſpeech of Mr. Fox on the 14th, or 18th of May. 
28 . 
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of the Regency, had poſſeſſed the means of 


addrefling itfelt more effectually to the venal 

and neceſſitous, who are known to vote on 
the ſame principle, that the Swiſs. fight, and 
who are to be bought and fold like ſheep: in 
Smithfield market. If the partifans of the 
Prince ſhould(imprudently urge the diſcuſſion, 
which every friend to the conſtitution. moſt 


ſineerely wiſhes had never been agitated, it 


may not be uſeleſs to inquire how much of 


the preſent debt was contracted at that la- 


mentable period, for the purpoſe of rewarding 
the mean and perfidious apoſtacy of thoſe, 
who deſerted their ſovereign in the moment 
of affliction. No doubt but both theſe deſ- 


criptions of men have had a confidooadle . | 


tion of the ſpoil; and we know: to-a-certainty, 
that the editor and proprietor of the Morning 
Poſt infiſted on ample ſecurity, for the punc-. 
tual payment of the money and annuity for 
which the paper was ſold, before he would 
transfer his ſhare in a proſtitute print to his 


royal ſucceſſor. Ido not with to bear hardupon: 


the gentlemen, whoſe counſels at that period, 


are ſaid to have influenced his Royal Highne fs. 


It is very probable that a too rigid ſcrutiny. 


inte the tranſactions of thoſe days, would lead 


( xix ) 
to a diſcovery not much to their honor; and 
apprehenſive of this danger, they have pre- 
ferred riſking that credit with the nation to 
which they aſpire, to an expoſure of facts 
which would prove how very much their 
principles and their profi ſſions are at variance; 
that Having had a ſhare in the diſſipations of 
the Prince, it is incumbent on them to extri- 
cate his Royal Highneſs from difficulties in 
which they have contributed to involve him, 
and that, accomplices in the guilt and folly 
which have excited a ferment throughout the 
nation, they are bound to vote for the diſ- 
charge of a debt, every item of which is a diſ- 
grace to the moral character of the man who 
cContracted it. Admitting theſe facts, for I 
am not inclined to diſpute them, and allowing 
that for the ſake of conſiſtency, blended per- 
haps with a wiſh to partake again of the feſ- 
tivities at Carleton Houſe, they cannot aban- 
don the Prince in his greateſt need, I have 
only to hope that neither of them in future 
will have the impertinence to boaſt of their 
patriotiſm and public virtue, or to claim the 
confidence of the people, whole credulity 
they have abuſed, and whoſe intereſts they 
ſeem willing to ſacrifice. 
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Looks May I4, 1795. 


THE following pages were ſent by the poſt | 
to the publiſher, accompanied by a requeſt 
that he would inſtantly get them printed. On 
receiving this requiſition, he reſolved to re- 
linquiſh the deſign he had formed of reprinting 
| ſome letters addreſſed to the Prince of Wales 
in 1784, under the ſignature of Neptune, and 
which were at that time extremely popular; 
but finding, on a re-peruſal, that they con- 
tained matter well worthy of the attention of 
his Royal Highneſs, and which (by omitting 
ſome circumſtances applicable to the politics 
of the day) might be acceptable to thoſe, 
who eſtimate the importance of Princes, not 
by their titles, but their virtues; and who 
reverence men for their good qualities, rather 
than for their rank or good fortune; the pub- 
liſher has, in ſome degree, purſued his original 
plan, by annexing the letters in queſtion, (re- 
duced into one) to the following addreſs 


( xxii ) 
with a view to reſcue the country from the 
- extortion of thoſe from whom better con- 
duct is expected, and whoſe example muſt 
have a very conſiderable influence on the 
_ morals and manners of the nation. If the 


Prince of Wales ſhould take offence at the ex- 
poſure of what has long ceaſed to be claſſed 


among the indiſcretions of youth; it is neither 


to the Author nor to the Publiſher of this 
Addreſs, that his Royal Highneſs ſhould direct 
5 his anger, but to HIMSELF, and to thoſe who 


f 185 have ſo ſcandalouſly miſled him. He has re- 


| peatedly been admoniſhed, in public and in 


private, of the ſadand diſgraceful conſequences 
which would inevitably reſult from a life of 


_ riot and diſſipation. Nor was the reſpect due 
do his on exalted character omitted, When he 
Was appriſed of the obligations which he owes 
to the country at large. The Letter ſigned 
Legion, annexed to that of Neptune, records 
⁊ tranſaction which, diſreputable as it is, 
would moſt probably have been effaced from 


dat memory, if any thing like reform or con- 
ttrition had appeared in the party to whom it 
|  telates, of if he had ſhewn even the moſt diſ- 
deast regard for the intereſts of his country; 


bt, unfortunately, the contrary is the fact; 


1 


and circumſtanced as the nation unhappily is 
at this awful, at this tremendous criſis, me- 
naced with civil broil, and engaged in a pe- 
rilous war, it is become more than ever ex- 
pedient, that the prodigality of Princes ſhould 
be, as their power has been -reſtrained, 
within the limits of Sobriety and Reaſon. 


I'D THE. 


PRINCE OF WALES, 
c. &c. &c. 


May IT, 1795. 
811 : | 
It is ſincerely to be lamented, that 05 the various 
deſcriptions of people with whom your Royal Highneſs 
has aſſociated; none of them have had the virtue to im- 
pareſs upon your mind the neceſſity of confirming the aſſu- 
rance given by His Majeſty in 1787, that you would avoid 
contracting any debts in future; and it is no leſs to be re- 
gretted, that the force and importance of the truth contained 
in the ſpeech prefixed to this letter, was never ſuggeſted 
to you, by thoſe whoſe perſonal intereſts alone required, 
that the ſtricteſt rectitude and propriety ſhould mark every 
action of your life. The familiarities to which moſt of 
them have been admitted, and the confidence with which - 
many of them have been indulged, would have authoriſed- 
an admonition ſo deſerving of your attention, and ſo inti- 
mately connected with your honor and happineſs. Duty, 
as well as friendſhip, would have juſtified the freedom of 
ſuch ſalutary advice, and a very trifling attention on your 
part, would have preſerved you from the diſgraceful humi- 
| lation of having publicly received it, in the ſevere and 
poignant” language of well merited reproof. Unhappily 
for the credit of your own'/ reputation, and no leſs ſo for 
the country _ maintains you in ſplendor, many of thoſe, / 
D 
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whom it was your misfortune to ſelect for companions, 
- imagined they had an intereſt in deceiving you; while 
others, vain, abject and profligate, courted your favor by 
flattering your follies, and adminiſtering to your irregu- 
larities ! I will venture to aſſert, Sir, that there is only 
one opinion throughout the Britiſh Empire, not only with 
reſpect to the general tenor of your conduct and the in- 
Juſtice of the claim, which has been injudiciouſly, not to 
ſay indecently made, on the abuſed generoſity of the ra- 
tion; but with regard to the principles and ſentiments from 
which that conduct has unfortunately reſulted. This 
opinion, Sir, however it may offend you, has been pub- 
licly announced to the world, not through the queſtionable 
medium of our public prints; not by the idle and looſe 
converſations of intereſted individuals, influenced by pri- 
vate pique; nor by the diſaffected few, who, enemies to 
Royalty, behold with malignant joy thoſe improvident ac- 
tions of yourſelf and family, which have a direct tendency 
to bring Monarchy into hazard and contempt, and from 
which more danger to our civil eſtabliſhments is to be 


apprebended, than from all the inflammatory writings of 


all the incendiaries with which the French revolution has 
deluged Europe, but——BY THE COMMONS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN IN PARLIAMENT ASSEM- 
BLED! It is the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, Sir, (the 
moſt valuable and moſt important branch of our legiſlature) 
that, by unanimouſly heſitating without a full attenda;: ce 
of its Members) to diſcharge debts, for which it is almoſt 
to be wiſhed you were perſonally reſponſible, has tacitly 
acknowledged you are unworthy of the farther liberality 
of your country. If the call of the Houle fo judiciouſly 
inſiſted upon by Colonel Stanley, and fo prudently acceded 
to by the Miniſter, ſhould be conſidered as a perſonal dif- 


| LE. 
reſpect; if your pride ſhould be offended at the check it 
has happily received from the demur to a requeſt, at once 
unfeaſonable and ill-timed, it may be proper to inquire 
what right you had to expect a compliance, after a con- 
duct ſo indifcreet (to ſpeak with extreme tenderneſs of it) | 
and which has been fo obviouſly incompatible with every 
| obligation that you owe to yourſelf and the nation? If you 
imagine, Sir, that the accident of your birth conferred on 
you the right to ſquander, in every ſpecies of licentious 
diſſipation, the revenues of the country; if you think your- 
ſelf entitled, from your exalted rank, to levy contributions 
on our wealth and induſtry, and to render Parliament the 
mean and ſervile inſtrument of your exactions, it is full 
time that your Royal Highneſs ſhould be undeceived with | 
reſpect to the equity of your pretenſions, and the extent of 
your power. It is full time that you ſhould know how 
very much your fortune and your happineſs depend upon a 
correct and temperate conduct, and that it was owing to 
the ſcandalous waſte, profligacy and profuſion of the Court 
of Verſailles, and of its worthleſs Princes, that the former 
| has been deſervedly annihilated, and the latter become deſ- 
picable, and degraded: mendicants; harraſſed and driven 
from ſtate to ſtate, pennyleis, friendleſs, and deſpiſed, with- 
out the moſt diſtant proſpect of ever regaining either a 
comfortable or a permanent eſtabliſhment. A very few 
years are elapſed ſince theſe men lived in a ſtyle of ſplendor 
and magnificence, unknown to the more temperate man- 
ners of this country. Every knee became flexible at their 
approach, and the ready homage they received from mil- 
lions, was more the ſpontaneous tribute of generous affec- 
tion, than the ſervile adulation of an enſlaved multitude: 
contraſt their former glory, with their preſent forlorn and 
_ wretched condition! Examine the hiſtory of their profli- 
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gate, ſpendthrift liyes, and tremble as the conſequences 
Behold their perſons proſcribed by common conſent, through 
the vaſt extent of territory in which they were once idolized; 
their claims to diſtinction treated with laughter and de- 
riſion; their affluence exchanged for beggary; the accla- 
mations of joy with which they were every where ſaluted, 
converted into the moſt poignant reproaches; ; and their 
birth, titles, and rank, treated with mockery and contempt : 
which ever way they turn, diſgrace and infamy ſtare them 
in the face! they have' not even the miſerable conſolation 
of being pitied, and if any, thing can poſſibly add . to the 
accumulated calamities, under which theſe wretched out- 
caſts wander from place to place, it ĩs that the better part 
of mankind approves of the puniſhment they haye received 
for their aggravated guilt, folly and depravity. Their hiſ- 
tory, Sir, ſhould ſerve as a MIRROR to Kings and Princes: 
Theſe may behold in the couduct of the former, the deſtiny 
they may expect by following ſo ruinous an example. It 
is from the adyerſities of others, as well as from our own,, 
that the moſt inſtructive leſſons for our conduct in life are 


derived; and whatever tends to convince mankind of the 


inſtability of fortune, deſerves their moſt ſerious attention. 
The ſad reverſe which the French Princes have experienced, f 
ougght not to be an unprofitable leſſon to your Royal High- 
neſs, and forgive me, Sir, if J add, that the people, on 
_ whom you have ſo unreaſonably called a ſecond time to diſ- 
charge engagements, which duty, as well as honor and 
gratitude, forbade you to contract, have an intereſt much 
greater than you ſuſpect, that the example of France ſhould 
be a warning to you and your family) Is it not a reproach, 
E will not ſay to your juſtice, but to your prudence, that 
you ſhould again call on the bounty of the nation to admi- 
niſter to your extravagance, in the very midſt of an arduous 
and perilous war, avowedly undertaken to ſecure that Con- 
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TO 
ſtitution, on the preſervation of which you are dependent | 
for food and raiment? Is it not as lamentable, as it is un- 
accountable, that with the very terrible example before 
you in a neighbouring nation, you ſhould have pertina- 
. ciouſly, nay criminally, adhered to the fame ſyſtem of diſ- 
orderly and unjuſtifiable expenſe, which contributed to 
ſhake, and finally to ſubvert the throne of Louis XV Ith? 
Is it decent, nay, Sir, is it HONEST in you to expect, for 
the mere gratification of your yanity, that any addition 
Should be made to the accumulated burdens of the country 
at the very inſtant that the genius of finance, exhauſted and 
diſpirited, is compelled to accept of private donations from 
corporate bodies, and even from individuals of all ranks, 
to carry on a conteſt, the great object of which is to pre- 
ſerve you and your family from ruin? Is it not a reproach 
to your feelings Sir, that you are ſoliciting an enormous 
ſum from Parliament, amounting to near a million, to diſ- 
charge debts wantonly contracted, and for which not even 
the ſhadow of an excuſe can be urged; while every no- 
bleman and gentleman in the Britiſh dominions, while 
tradeſmen, mechanics, and manufacturers, while even the 
laborious poor have relinquiſhed a portion of their ſcanty 
pittance, and all of them have generouſly contributed to the 
the very extent of their means, to the defence of their 
country? | 

Will it, can it be believed by poſterity, that while all 
ranks and deſcriptions of men, vying with each other ina 
laudable zeal for the common cauſe, ſacrificed the comforts 
of life, and a part of their property; while munikcent ſub- 
ſcriptions were cheerfully opened in every county, towr, 
village and hamlet in the kingdom, to enable the miniſter 
to proſecute the war with vigor and effect, or to alleviate 
the calamities of thoſe who became victims to it, that the 
Royal Family of England alone ſhould have remained in- 

ſenſible to the calls of humanity and of patriotiſm, and that 


* 
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one of them in particular, uninfluenced by ſo many animatin g 


examples of public virtue, ſhould require a portion of the 
money raiſed for the exigences of the ſtate to be appropri- 
ated (not for the fair and honeſt purpoſes of his dignified eſta- 
bliſhment, but) to diſcharge a variety of engagements which 


de dares not revcal, and which parliament is bound in juſ- 


tice and in policy to reſiſt? Is it not ſtrange, Sir, that your 
name does not appear in any one of the public ſubſcriptions 
to which the perilous conflict in which we are involved, or 


the unexampled diſtreſs of the times has given birth? We 
are told, that the laudable inftitution for the relief of the 


widows and children of our gallant feamen and ſoldiers is 
under your patronage ; as if a Charity of that nature and ex- 
rent ſtood in need of any patronage but that of the public! 
There is indeed to every advertifement that appears from 
the ſociety a vain and ſervile diſplay of your name, unwor- 
thy of the committee, and of the gentleman who firſt pro- 
poſed the inſtitution, while the barren privilege of afſixing 
a name no longer reſpectable is the ſum total of your con- 
tribution! Surely, Sir, you muſt ſtrangely have miſcon- 
ceived your relative ſituation with the people, as well as 
the generally received maxims of right and expediency, « or 


5 - you would never have come forward with a claim as im- 


pudent as it is hazardous and unjuſt, and which, with all 
the circumſtances annexed to it, looks as if you conſidered 
the wealth and induſtry of the nation as your property, and 
that we held the honeſt fruits of our labour, or the more 
a poſſeſſions of inheritance, not in fee, but as flewards 
m tri for your ſole profit and uſe. It is time, Sir, that 
you ſhould be recalled from the errors of your education, 
and of bad habits; it is time that you ſhould be awakened 
from the deluſion, in which it is impoſſible you can con- 
tinue, withourinevitable ruin to yourſelf, and miſchief to the 
nation; every individual is intereſted in the ſucceſs of this 
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forcible appeal to your rectitude and diſcretion, and if you 
are wiſe, you will prove by the regularity of your future 
conduct, that the appeal has been made to a man worthy of 
the ſiruation into which the accident of birth has thrown 
him——In May, 1787, a maſſage from the King was de- 
livered to Parliament, on the fubject of your debts, amount- 
ing to ONE HUNDRED and NINETY-THREE 
THOUSANDS, SIX HUNDRED and FORTY- 
EIGHT POUNDS. The ſum was conſidered as enor- _— 
mous, and the people as little fatisfied with the part you had 4 
taken in polities as with your tranſactions in private life, 
expreſſed their diſapprobation of your conduct in terms, 
which would have ſuggeſted to any well-conſtructed - 
mind, the ineſtimable value of reputation. Your youth 
and incxperience were however urged in your behalf, and 
that unſuſpecting generoſity which marks the Britiſh cha- 
racter, induced the legiſlature to confide in the ſolemn 
aſſurance given by Majefty itſelf, that your Royal High- | 
neſs would avoid contracting any debts in future. The 1 
ſum of ONE YHUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE -. 
THOUSAND POUNDS were voted, which, with the 
retrenchments promiſed and expected, was thought would 
oeffectually releaſe you from your preſent, and proferve you , 
from all future embarraiſments.—lI ſhall not be reproach- 
.ed, Sir, with preſumption, when I aſſert that no authority, 
however reſpectable, ſhould operate againſt matter of fad. 
I will even go farther, and maintain, that it ceaſes to be 
reſpectable, the inſtant it endeavours to evade truth, or 
to promote falſchood. 
Four Royal Father, in 1787, ſtood pledged to the na- 
tion (of whoſe loyalty, affection, and liberality he has re- 
. ceived abundant proofs) that you would not again treſpaſs” 
on its bounty; yet in April 1795—in leſs than eight 
years, His Maj:Ry (in violation of his royal word,) comes 
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torwart with 2 piteous tale FP woe, and ſolieits the county 
(tabouring under the preſſure of accumulated burdens, and 
engaged in a conteſt of the moſt ſerious nature) for a ſum 
very little ſhort of a million, to diſcharge : a freſh catalogue 
of debts which, it was promiſed, ſhould never be contracted] 

1 paſs over the pretended ſale of horſes, at the former 
epoch, and a variety of other indecent Practices, which 
announced as. little delicacy as integrity, in thofe who ; 
counſelled ſuch mean and diſhonorable expedients. F have 
not the leaſt objection, that the ſcandalous hiſtories at- 
tached to Newmarket, and all the little contrivances to 
abuſe the credulous ſimplicity of the Nation, ſhould be 
buried in oblivion. The times have moſt woefully de- 
monſtrated, that Princes as well as Plebians, may ſtand in 
need of an Ae of Grace, and my juſtice is not of that | 
inexorable nature, as to inſiſt on the full 8 of pu- 
niment, even to the greateſt delinquents. —=This att of 
Grace you have received, and I am willing t to allow that 
your claim to an indulgence moſt ſhamcrully abuſed, was 
very admiſſible at the time. Let with very diſpoſition 
to paſs over the tranſactions of 4%. period, I cannot ex- 


cuſe your ſubſequent conduct. 
maxims had been inſtilled into you by thoſe who had the 
charge of your education, or if you had been taught in 
later life to form a juſt eſtimate of the obligations you 
owe to ſociety, that there would have been no occaſion for 
mis addreſsyor for thoſe ſevere, but neceſſary animadver- 

ſions in parliament, which have offended your pride. But 
your having been iHaduiſed by ſome men, and miſled by 
others, can never juſtify the demand which has been made | 
on this country for the enormous ſum of SEVEN HUN. 


| DRED THOUSAND. POUNDS, and. which 1 am 


afraid (eonſiderable as it is) will ſcarce pay Ten Sbillings 2 
in the Pound on the ſum total of your debts ! ! 1; am yy. | 


I believe that if better . 


{ 
1 


% 


( $2 


incompetent to gueſs, what argurnents, even the miniſter, 
with his  ſple endid talents, can urge in excuſe for a demand 
which in times lefs profligate and corrupt, would be called 
flagitious, his ſity tuation is embarraffi ing—The dilemma to 
which heis reduced by t the ruthleſs junction of prodigality 


and r rapacity, is certainly diſtreſſing, and even your Royal 
Highneſs may venture to feel for his perplexitics, without 


being ſuſpected of affeRion « or reſpect for the man. It was 
impoſſible that Mr. pitt, could refuſe to deliver the meſ- 


ſage reſpecting your debts, (unjuſt and ill-timed as it was) | 


without a direct breach with his Soyereign, and the ha- 


zard of expoling the Country at a very critical period, to 
the danger of another inter- regnum! while on the other 5 


hand, by complying with the commands of his Majeſty, 


be was certain of obtaining a portion of that odium which 
_ certainly belongs excluſively to yourſelf. I think too fa- 


vorably of your temper and diſpoſition, Sir, to fuppoſe, 
that you can receive any gratification from the very auk- 
ward predicament in which you have contrived - to place 
the man, who incurred your diſpleaſure ſome years ſince, 
by reſiſting a claim, the admiſſion of which would have 
endangered t the empire; but if your Royal H. ghneſs Should 


bear in vindictive remembrance, the oppoſition you met with 
at that time from his firmneſs and fid lity; if you ſhould har- 


bour any reſentment in your mind, for his manl y and digni- 
fied conduct in the affair of the Regency, your reyeuge muſt 
have been amply gratified, by the ungracious taſk which has 
been impoſed on him, of applying to Parliament on your 
behalf for money to diſcharge improvident debts, and Jew 
bargains, at the very inſtant he could not obtain ſufficient 
for the defence of the empire, without adding very conſi- 
derably to the innumerable taxes, by which the Nation is 
moſt oppreſſively and ſhamefully burthened? Mr. Pitt may 
have a ated prudently, in hazarding þ bis fame and popularity, 
E 
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in (= RAR to — riſk of leaving the ES a \ ſecond 
time without a government — The conceflion may have 
averted a calamity of much greater extent than ſubſcribing 
to, or in other words, encouraging your exceſſes; but if he 
has pledged himſelf to ſupport the unpalatable meaſure in 
parliament, with all the credit, influence, and authority 
of office, he has done more than he ought to have done, ; 
and no longer deſerves to be the miniſter of this country, 
—[t muſt be matter of ſincere aMiction, Sir, to every man 
who has a juſt eſtimate of the excellence of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, and whoſe loyalty to your family is neither 
ſervile nor aſſumed, but rational and unaffected, that the 
King ſhould have been ſo ill-adviſed as to apply to parlia- 
ment to relieve you a ſecond time from pecuniary diffi- 
_ culties, after a poſitive aſſurance in 1787, that'* he would | 
not have defired or expected the 22 ance of the Houſe of 
 Communs, but on a well-grounded  expettation {that your 
* Royal Highneſs would avoid contracting any debts in fu. 
ture. This declaration, Sit, ill accords with the meſſage 
delivered by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 27th | 
of laſt month, and which, from the manner it was received, 
and the comments it excited, muſt have produced very un- 
pleaſant ſenſations in his Majeſty's breaſt, who, in giving 
way to a tenderneſs U-be/fowed, has made it a queſtion 
with a very conſiderable part of the community, whether 
he has ſhewn that attention to the embarraſſed ſituation of _ 
the country, which the people have a RIGHT to expect 
from their ſovereign? I do not wiſh to add to the poig- 
nancy of his feelings on an oecaſion fo diſtreſſing, but the 
meaſure was certainly injudicious, if not hazardous, that 
brought on a diſcuſſion from which no credit could poſſibly 
reſult to your character, and which policy ſhould have 
compelled you to avoid, (at a moment like the preſent) 
when the very onerous eſtabliſhment of Monarchy is invi- 


* —— en > 


gs: E 11 3 
tioufly mm with the moderate expences of a Go | 
vernment leſs complicated and ſpleridid.. It is poſſible, 
That this indiſcreet anxiety in his Majeſty to extricate you 
from difficulties, reſulting from riot and extravagance; may 
diminiſh that love and veneration, which a loyal and gene- 
rous nation has hitherto demonſtrated for your family; nor 
can it be attributed to caprice or difaffection, if the marked, 
and ſcandalous indifference, which a life of diſſipation 
| :evinces for the miſeries of mankind; ſhould weaken that 
enpect for your Royal Highneſs, which you have been 
taught to conſider as a tribute due to your birth; Is it 
not a reproach to. your juſtice, as well as to your prudence, 
Sir, (for you are no longer an infant, neither can you plead 
ignotance or inexperience in excuſe for your exceſſes) that 
your debts, amounting to ONE HUNDRED AND 
NINETY THREE THOUSAND, SIX HUNDRED 
AND FORTY EIGHT POUNDS (a) in the year 
1787, and for the diſcharging of which, you received that 
| ſum from the ill-requited bounty of the nation, ſhould have 
A grown, in the ſhort period of eight years, to the monſtrous 
; ang unpardonable ſize of a MILLION ? TI 
Ils it not an impeachment at once of your gratitude arid 
- underſtandiiig, Sir, to expect that the people who ſo cheer- 
_ fully contributed to your ſupport, and who have already ; 
. ſubſcribed moſt liberally to your eaſe, ſplendor, and inde- 
5 pendance, ſhould lay themſelves under additional impoſts, 
becauſe you have been im prudent, or ſomething worſe ? 
Is it not a reproach to your feelings; Sir, that while he 
middle and lower orders of ſociety can with difficulty obtain 
the common neceſſaries of life; while the aggregate taxes 
www SP individual pays. c to the ee of the e 


— 


4 * Vide hn Anna Regiſter, 1787, page 130, for the item of the tir 
debt. The items of che ſecond, it is thought, will never ee 
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amount te, at leaſt, ſeventeen thillings i in the pound, and 
that while the laborious poor (a ), ſmarting under the ſevere 
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qaj? . len within my obſervation, tes the commencenient of this 
netters to bebald in a variety of inſtances, this extreme diſtreſs aggravated by 
che YlneG.or infirmity, of the children to, whom, as well as te their bapleſs 
parents, exiſtence appears t to be every thing b but a bleſſing. . Contraſt their 
"deplorable condition with your own exalted ſtate! Recolled | how much you ; 
care indebted to chance for the ſuperiority of your fortune; and remembering 
ithat theſe men are your fellow- creatures 3 poſſeſſing; in common with Y 
elf, a right to the common neceſſaries and enjoyments of life, let me aſk 
Sir, it you can without bluſhing demand, excluſive of the very ample 
income allowed you by the nation, a ſum that would. comfortably. maintain, | 
in perpetuity; ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED of theſe very peo--—k 
-pte-whoſe; afflitions you would jncreaſe, and whoſe morſel of bread you would 
zembitter and render more difſicult tę obtaing in order to defray. your extrava- 
gance? Sir, it ig againſt reaſon ; it is againft Juſtice, humanity, and right; 
it is againſt your perſonal intereſt and ſecurity, that a diſproportion ſo ſean- 
| «dalous and unnatural ſhould exiſt between M AN and MAN ! God never de. 

: figned it; and the Government that authoriſes or connives at the abuſe, ha- 
;zards its tranquillity. or exiſtence, . It is no abatement. of the ſufferings and 
agoniſing ſorrows of the famiſbed cottager, that the Portion of happineſs is ne 

more diffuſed among the higher than it is among the lower orders of lociety. 
dit is no alleviation of his diſtreſs that while he is periſhing of hunger, your | \ 
Royal ;Highneſs/is, expoſed to numberleſs vexations and diſappointments. = 
The chagrin and anger, provoked by pride, deſervedly, mortified, or _ ; 
ill health, arifing from intemperance, afford him no conſolation in the, 
þ - of calamity; they adminiſter no comfort to his ad, and Kerne drawback 
to his grief or misfortunes. - £437 
-  Fhey furnith neither food. n. een is ee tagged HAIG nor 
| £5 miele his ill thatched hovel from the rude blaſts « of winter. It is ſophiſtry 
\ | 10 ſay that the magniſicence in which you live is but a ſplendid miſery, which | 
| - amply revenges him for the difference of his fortune; ; nor is it argument to 
| -- ſay, that becauſe you are wretched, he ought to be happy, for it is only a 
2 5 — ore er from the e 
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preſſyre: of hunger, tive been forced, in order to proton! #5 
wretched exiſtence, into inſurrection of a very ſerious an 
alarming. nature; that You, inſenfible to their deplorable 
condition, and to the accumulated calamities which, mark 
the | preſent time, Thould come to Parliaments ane require : 
thoſe burdens to be increaſed, 1 and thoſe calamities t o be 
augmented, without producing : any ohe Voucher that could 
| Juſtify Parliament to the nation for fo faviſh agrant of 4 
public n money 7 Win your Royal Hi; Shnels Teveal | thedi 
1 . graceful” items which have fwelled” your preſent debt 85 * 
d | Tum, which Tenders 'j your application for its. payment. a as 
pripolteroits, as it is indecent and inconfiderate? I am 


fure) yo will not, and bor the beſt of All poſſible reaſons 


Vena"! . . | 

08 Seis you DARE W 

9 will not inquire, whether the money advanced in 1787, 
was faithfully applied to the oſtenſible purpoſes for which 
it was aſked and granted; neither will I inquire, whether 
thoſe ceconomical arrangements took place, for which you 
ſtood pledged to Parliament and your country; nor is 
it neceſſary; the meſſage delivered to the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the 27th of laſt month is a ſufficient anſwer to 
| every queſtion of the kind; it is a direct and evident viola- 
\ | — of the 1 in its moſt eſſential park and enables 


Would you with, Sir, to have 26 demand prefaced by the cauſes that 
produced it ? Would you hazard a proclamation that ſhould announce to the 
MILLION who ſubſcribe to your maintenance, that the ſplendid allowance of 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS a year is inadequate to your 
ſupport, and that the ſum (ample as it is) muſt be doubled? I do not think, 
Sir, that you would conſent to any ſuch ſtatement. Yet, whether you dee i; 
oline it from modeſty or from fear, the izjuſtice and indecency of taking 
| © much money from the acquired wealth of the country, will not be leſs 
enormous ; and you will do well to abandon what you cannot demand as a 
tight, and which the moſt ſervile of your dependants will not venture te 
affert you are entitled to receive as 2 favor. 


5 WI 


us to aſcertain, with almoſt matheinatical preciſion, the 
fidelity with Which the other conditions of the bond have 

been fulfilled; but though I am willing to ſpare yo "the 
mortification which detected fallacy muſt ever fect, whether 
it is found in a cottage or a palace; 5 although 1 forbear, 
; from motives of affection and loyalty to your family, to 

enter into a ſerutiny which certainly would not tend to 
inſpire the people. with a love of royalty; I feel no difficulty : 
in aſſerting that, conſidering all the cireumſtances attend- 
ing your preſent incumbrances, the mode i in Which, and 
the purpoſes for which they were contracted, with the poſi- 
tive aſſurauce from Majeſty itſelf, that no future claim of 
the kind ſhould ever be brought forward, that the Houſe 
of Commons cannot vote for the payment of your « debts 
without being guilty of a breach of truſt, and deten the 


| W of oy nation ! 
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Dreafined by the countenance given to a ſet if men 
who oppoſed his father's government from the worſt 


of moitves, and for the worſt of Purpoſes. | 
| SIR, „ JuLy, 1784. + 
| While your irregularities! were confined within the cir» 
od of juvenile indiſcretions, and your conduct could be 
accounted for in the natural progreſs of the paſſions, your 
exceſſes, numerous as they have been, excited indeed our 
wonder, but never provoked our indignation. We beheld 
you emerge from the nurſery with even pater nal affection; 
every heart was devoted to your intereſt; and it was nei- 
ther difficult nor unworthy of you to have preſerved thoſe 
prejudices which had been generouſly formed in your fa- 
vor. The intemperance of your youth gave no offence; 
and in the commencement of your career, it was. never 
once ſuſpected that we ſhould have ge: to execrate the 
object whom we adored. 755 
- Such, Sir, were the advantages under which you enter- 
ed into ſociety; and give me leave to inform you, that you 

muſt have been extremely indefatigable to have effaced ſo 
effectually thoſe favorable impreſſions, and to have changed 
the current of opinion againſt you in ſo ſhort a time. 

Jo your imprudent choice of friends may be attributed 
your preſent painful ſituation. | ow 

It was your misfortune to ſelect thoſe for your compa- 
nions, who, having neither fortune nor character to loſe, 
were ready to conduct you into all the extravagancies of the 


* 


C© 


h | mieancſ 2 = Sngercus debaucheries. Their 1 i. 


gacy tendered: t them the willing panders to your pleaſures, | 
— their poverty involved you in their profuſion and 
neceſſities. The nation feels the conſequences of theſe 


complicated evils, and beholds with equal niſhment 


and indignation, a progreſs uncommonly rapid from bad to 
worſe, and which may eventually terminate in ſerious miſ- 


chief to yourſelf and your country, It muſt have been 
no leſs mortifying to your royal father than diſgraceful to 
yourſelf, that the firſt public act of your life was diſtin- 


guiſhed by an indecent oppoſition to the meaſures of his 


Government, and the conſtitutional rights of his crown; 


it would be difficult to account for the motives of ſo decid- 


ed and ſo extraordinary a conduct, if the party with whom 
you nave condeſcended to aſſoeiate, had not revealed the 


fidelity, with a firmneſs, which has triumphed over every 


conditions of your contract. The engagements on your 
part have been executed with the moſt active and pointed 


obligation of filial duty and reſpect, and rendered you in- 


ſenſible to the general intereſts of your fellow citizens. I 


will paſs over the moral turpitude of irritating a fon againſt 


a father: the infamy of the action will detidedly fall on the 


incendiaries, but the fad conſequences reſulting from a 
conduct ſo atrocious, may ultimately affect the peace and 


proſperity of the nation, that has a claim on your gratitude 


ſupports ou. 


To thoſe am lil; ade ws gia 3 0 


rience, I have little to ſay: long habits have rendered 


them incorrigible, and admonitions become uſeleſs, where 
there-is'neither-ſhame nor ſentiment to give them force, 


Is it poſſible, Sir, that thoſe who have had the important 


charge of your education, could have concealed, from FR 


- Sven: the forms and 8 of the nene, 
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It is neceſlary to inform you, that before the man to 
Widen you look up, can perform his promiſe, two events, 
not very likely to happen, muſt poſitively take place; he 


muſt be reſtored to power in the firſt inſtance and i in the 


1 ſecond, the NATION muſt conſent to the increaſe of i in- | 
4 N with which" you have been flattered and deluded; 
The public, Sir, are under no obligation to chars 
thoſe debts, which your prof uſion has created; nor is it very 
probable tuat, conſidering the deplorable ſtate of their 
fnances, they will be eaſily prevailed upon to enlarge an 
income, already ſufncient for all the r 8 e of 
your preſent eftabliſhment. © 
Theſe circumſtances, il have an artfully con- 
cealed from you, as well as the impoveriſh; ed ſtate of the 
kingdom, which will not admit of a wanton and unneceſ- . 
fary expenditure of the public money. The war with 
America, ruinous in every reſpect, idly began and more 
idly conducted, has oppreſſed the people with innumerable # 
taxes, and rendered them almoſt incapable of ſuſtaining any 
additional burthens. Vet, the author of this unfortunate | 
and diſgraceful, war, whom you have every, reaſon to exe- 
_ Crate, is honored with your confidence; and equally deſtitute 
of pride and i integrity, we find him content to act a ſervile 
and ſubordinate part to the man, who has repeatedly me- 
naced bim WAH impeachment and the block If a) The cala- 


(a) Lord Noth was ſaid by this gentleman to be ſo extremely infamous, 
that he would n 44 truſt himſelf alone. in the ſame. r00m-with him ; Mr- 
Fox even pledged peafelf to the nation, that his Lordſhip ſhould- be im- 

peached.—The impeachment. never took place, nor. was it ever attempted ; 
the gentleman conſequently either broke his promiſe. to the nation, or he 
aſſerted a calumny for the purpoſe of ſupplanting the miniſter. _ 

If the former; it proves Mr. Fox is not to be depended upon; if the 
latter; that he is not very delicate in his choice of means to obtain his ob- 
ject, and in either caſe that he is a very improper perſon to be entruſted 
with the government of the country. If Lord North deſerved to periſh on 
a ſcaffold, how comes. it that Mr. Fox did not fulfil his engagement to the 
public, when he came into office, and declated that, & bad as he thought 
matters were, be found them much. worſe.” And if his Lordſhip was really ſo . 
infamous that all communication with him was unſafe, unleſs in the pre- 
fence of a third perſon,” what muſt ” think of the e and rectitade | 
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his Lordſpip, will terminate only with the empire; they 
will bs felt to the lateſt pecigg gf our political exiſtence. 


by tie weak and cgrrupe adminiſtration of : 


The millions ſquandered in obtaining majorities in both 


Houſes of Parliament, will render a fyſtem of the ſtricteft 


cconomy indiſpenſable: and theſe truths, too obvious te 


de unkmyon £9: you, ſhould at | leaſt bare os you to ro- 


ſcrain your extravagance. 


The plęg of youth affords you no excuſe.” You, and ; 


rent. predicament from that of a, private oa 
man. His perſon. and property. are anſwerable for the 
debts he contracts; bankruptcy and a priſon terminate his 
 eargery and the nation feels no inconvenience from his fol- 
lies but your Sir, have no property; your annual income 
is an annual donation Which may be withdrawn or withheld, 
and whatever your wretched affociates may aſſert to the 
contrary, the PEOPLE o ENGLAND will never ſubmit to 
recompenſe thoſe who injure and inſult them! | 
It is a maxim, Sir, univerſally admitted, chat the prop 


| Gould have but ene opinion of their ien and d this 


of that mind which could coaleſce with his Lordhip after” 8 thrown 


tack a ſbigma on his aharaRer 2 What apology r. Fox, offer to an in+ 
;ylted * having contributed to 44-5, Nags Frags man & power * in 
trum, han he dunounced: in parliament for having abuſed that power and 


* ? While Lord North obſtacle to the ambition of 
i For, i 5 2 compound of vice 4 imbecitlity, whoſe Comer an 
- +. hadjbroy the n ſuhſeguent miniſters, under 

lar e a. D buen eee bi the in 
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Mr. Fox, who Rad — all . 5 
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. üM appRdd os the proſaniprite 
Heir to the Crown. It would be an idle watte of time to 


explain to you whit chat opiniori ought! to be z thoſe, to 


whom your efucatiore has been confided, cannot poibly 
have permitted you to advance to ee in utter . 
rance of ſo important a truth. : 
It is impoflibfe, Sit, that you carr be dtheFatint with 
the public opinion telpecking your conduct? You have 
learned in it, the well founded, though intern) perate, reſent- 
ment of the people, whoſe honeſt indignatiön, provoked by 
your complicated offences, have forced them to violate the 
limits of reſpect and decency, and hurl their ſentiments in 
pFout very face. I know that your have been taught to 
deſpiſe che public opinion, and that the unremitting endea- 
volirs of your little Pandemonium have been exerted to in- 
ſpire you with a contempt for popular applauſe,” Adopt 
the idea, and your future life will be miſerale—be aſfur- 
ed, Sir, that popularity is the beft ſecurity for a Prince; 
it is not ſo fluctuating as you have been told: Private 
individuals have found it precarious; becauſe it has been 
' generouſly advanced to them on the credit of profeſſions 
which they never intended to realiſe,” and they have ſunk 
into obſcurity on their impoſtures being diſcovered. But 
this is juſtice, not caprice, —Profeſſions of patriotiſm are 
unneceſfiry were the power exiſts of cartying them into 
imimedlate execution! Our opinion of your Royal Higneſs 
wülever be regulated by your conduct. Deſerve well, arid 
you will never have occaſion to reproach the multitude, 
With inconſtancy, or want of affection: Unhappily, Sir, 
the bias of your” education has given way to bad example. 
Fo fall into the hands of pimps, gamblers, and proſti- 
tutes, is among the common accidents to whichevery young 
man is expoſed on his entering into ſocietyy/ and may be 
eaſily corrected: but you, Sir, diſdaining the progreſſive 
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tages to diſbonor, ſtarted from the nurſery into public life 


he very prop and hero of faction, and attached yourſelf, to 


men of ruined fortunes and characters, who, under the 


ſanction of your countenance, have attempted to annihilate 
at once the prerogative. pf the Crown, and as a of 


| _ their fellow citizens. 8 


Vou have, however, had 5 LE to o find that 
the credit of your name could not avail them. They have 
been driyen from power with every mark of ignominy, and | 
experience muſt have convinced you, chat it was impoſſ- | 
ble to be connected Nan them without part ing of cheir | 
4 ; 3 5 

To war 8 axpariencs. is to o give defeat the prefer- 
ence to conqueſt, and to hold honor and happineſs at defi- 
ance. . Believe me, Sir, the people are not to be awed by 
the ſplendor of your rank into an approbation of your 
errors, much leſs will they be diſpoſed 0 ſupport them; 
and you will do well to remember, that it is among the 
moſt common maxims of prudence, to W thoſe con- | 
teſts, in which much 5 be loſt and Haie ia be 


; gained. 


If the 3 N into 3 Sik 3 Nee | 


3 8. precipitancy unexampled in the annals of this 
country, have involved you in pecuniary diffculties, you | 
have no right to call upon the nation to extricate u- 


I am very far from wiſhing you to be confined within 


the ſcanty limits of a penurjous income; I would have it : 


fully equal to your exalted birth and expectations; but in 


fixing your eſtabliſhment, an attention muſt be paid to the 
ſinances of the nation. The former muſt ever depend upon 5 
the latter, and it may perhaps be matter of information Kh 

to you, that every new tax, under our enormous load of 85 
| Maas is an advance towards a revolution. 


wal 
T his is eee and e truth, which: wou 
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T s my ah the . 
ſelf and family, ſhould, you have no regard for the _— | 
to which: you have an hereditary claim. 

_ The political relation which you have to the Conſtitin 
tion, gives the meaneſt of your fellow citizens an intereſt 
in your conduct. The fate of millions is involved in that 

of yours, and the danger to be apprehended from your 
conduct and long-eſtabliſhed habits, is ſufficient to alarm 
even confidence itſelf. Unhappily, Sir, the people, anxi- 
_ ous to avert the miſchiefs with which they are threatened : 
have in vain endeavoured to ſhame you out of riot aid 
bad company, to recal you to a ſenſe of your dignity, and 
to the conſideration of thoſe men 5 8820 * e 

rial diadem of Britain is held. e | 

You cannot be uninformed, that the vidio of them 
coſt one Monarch his life, and another his Crown; but it 
may not be n to rem ind 5 wane 076 are liable to the 

ſame penalties. 
When you as y e in the erwies & oppo- 
tion, it did not oceur yo yaw gs nat nas; it uch to I 


mily to obſerve the Aricteſ Bea ads the various | 

factions which are perpetually contending for an aſcen- 
dancy in the Government; but ſince your fatal and diſ- 
graceful alliance with men of the worſt and moſt profligate 
characters in the kingdom, it has been the principal object f 
of their attention, to ſeduce you from the conſideration of 
\ a truth, no leſs obvious than important, by plunging you 
| into all the exceſſes of expenſive riot and diſtpation, as if 

oF had been their fixt determination the your 1 ruin ſhould , 

| precede that of the empire. „5 r 
| Your intimacies, no leſs mean | than diſhotorable with | 


. fuch men, have not 8 excited an alerm ange all ranks 


-\ 


„ Mars; ner ages every 
mern and coffee ious en the esntisent, where you are 
1 more cenſured for your want of pride in for your want 
of prudence; and while foreigners behold with ſebrn and 

__ aſtoniflingent the heir of Britain degrading Himſehf below 
oven jog of his e e uns your hers : 
ablinac atezebrent » men woo he weider . 
85 A nn HD Y: b 
you bo a ſenſe of your beuation: but your aſſoeiates, a ware 
of the danger of leaving you to yourſelf, have artſully con- 
trived ts keep you in the worſt of diflipatiensy leſt a lucid 
interval of good ſenſe ſhould reſtote you fram the delibiom 
ol pleaſuxe to the exerciſe of your anderſtanding. 
They are confeious that they niult finith whenever you 
2 have. the: virtue t reſame. yourſelf, and they do well to 
keep you in W N of the {dong which ſur- 
1 - F 
E 3 ates aggravated guilt, u 
5 * of playing off the ſon- againſt the father is not the 
leaſt criminal and ingenious—it is perfectly conſiſtent 
with their principles, and favorable to their deſigns, to 
render the former a dupe to their artifices and the latter 
_ a Cypher in his dominions; but as millions are involved in 
your fate, it is. impoſſible but. the clamours of the multi- 
tude will force their way through the ſturdy and beggarly 
phaanx with which you have guarded Carleton Houſe, and 
- counſel you to. acknowledge- a truth, which filial duty, inde- 5 
pendent of every _ gens ware have ſug- = 
e you. | 
| RecolleR, a le hiſtory of the two men. amo 
_- Afrogate to themſelves the firft offices of the Rate, and 
eee the e of os JONI _ | 


„2e 
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| Vity, Recolle& that one of chem, in time of profound 
peace; excited a civil war in the diſtant provinces, by re- 


viving a claim, which had been abandoned as impraticable 


eight years before. The coloniſts, ſtanding on the ada- 
mantine nillars of the Conftitution, aſſerted that taxation 
and repcefentation were inſeparable. A negative was ſound- 
ed from the ſhores of Ameriea as fron the the voice of Fove; - 
nor hag the thund=r of the Britiſh arms been able to can- 
ect the iure vbeable fiat of truth and juſtiee. Fleets and 
armies were tranſported, at an enormous expenee, to re- 
cover by violence what had been loſt by folly ; but as the 
war was as il conducted as it was wantonly begun, the 
exents of the conteſt were the abſolute loſs of Americe, a 
ruinaus wor with three great maritime powers of Europe, 
a dimimition of commerce, revenue, and dominion, and an 
inarcaſe of taxes, which puzzles the ingenuity of figance to 
raiſe even fulficient to pay the intereſs > tne ene 
| for the ſupport of Government. | 

Is it to this wretched e who has deprived his 
country of an extent of territory equal to half of Europe, 
that you with to give yaureonfidence? Is this bluſterer in 
politics, whoſe capacity and views extended no farther than 
the: managemennt of his mereenaries, and who vainly | 
_ thought that if he could triumph in Parliament he could 
triumph every where elſe—Is this great luminary, whom 
we now fee fallen from his ſphere, and moving as one of 
the ſatellites in the circle of an inferiop planet, that once 
- performed a ſubordinate: courſe round his bright orb, to be 
again called forth into publie life, that ho may complete 
the guin whick he began? | 
Is it this great miniſter, a 2 mean and ſervrile 
dependance on the very man who menaced him with the 
block; in the zenith. of his power, for the complicated 
crimes of venality; treachery, and corruption, that is to 
work our political ſalvation Shame upon ſuch folly! 


(24 DE 
s ane; Gickis te man, Sir hs you are ſo anxious to cbn 
Kids the ſafety: of the nation? Impofſible! Were you to 
proncunce it in my preſence, I ſhould queſtion the fide- | 
n ᷑ty of my cars. Is it from a junction ſo urinatural that 
+ the moſt valuable appendage: of the Britiſh Empire is to 
be preſerved from following the ruinous example of Ame- 
rica? or can you ſerioully believe that a pyebald miniſtry, 
compoſed of odds and ends and men of ſtraw, can poſſibly 
reſtore this country to her former ſplendor? Vou may 
reckon to eternity, Sir, but m yphers in the uni verſe 
will never make an unit. „ 
America torn from us by the very ends in 8 en eve 
of revolt, and Scotland beating che loud drum of diſcontent, 
from the Tweed to the barren Orkneys, exhibita very gloomy 1 
and humiliating proſpect; while a faction in the centre of 
the kingdom, under the ſanction of your authority, is inde- 
fatigably employed in bringing their Sovereign and tbe 
meaſures of his Government into diſrepute? Are you to 
1 be informed, at this period, that your very exiſtende de- 
1 pends upon that of the Empire? Qur acres will remain to 
i; us through every change that can poſſibly happen: we have 
only to transfer our allegiance; but a revolution conſigns 
you to beggary and to exile. In ſuch a moment of calamity. 
* you will not only find: yourſelf without property, but with- 
5 aut friends; and the vermin, who at preſent baſk in the | 
„„ ſyn-ſhine of your favor, will be the firſt to SOIT to 
the rigor of your fate e 
Let us however 4 that i greet 
RE hikes: and ruinous to yourſelf, will be prevented "i 
timely attention to the r which: OHH to youk . ä 
3 and your family. n I 1 {+ 
- Conſider what you have 5 Bae 50 baniſh i A 
e HH, and ſociety, a ſet of men whoſe pernicious coun- | 
ſels and profligate manners have done _ injury to wy 
power and the morals of the nation. 
: NEPTUNE. 
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On 4  fraudulns Tranſaction that bappened at at 
 New-market, 
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SIR, 80 On 1. 1791. 


1 an 45 lite diſpoſed to think ofa YOUNG MAN, 
whoſe intereſt it certainly is, that all the world ſhould. 
think well, of him, as the moſt intimate of his bottle com- 
panions: but my opinion of him muſt be regulated by his 
conduct, and not by the partial or venal reports of in- 


 * tereſted individuals, to all of which, every action of his life 


giyes a direct and poſitive contradiction. A recent tranſac-- 
tion; which ſhrinks from inveſtigation, and puts even im- 
pudence to the bluſh, has brought him forward to public 
notice, from the back ground into which the moſt wanton 
profuſion had driven him, and that under circumſtances ſo 
humiliating and diſgraceful, as to extinguiſh every hope 
that compaſſion for his youth, and reſpedt for his family, 
have hitherto entertained from the combined efforts of ; 
time and experience. 

A variety of reports, on which a variely of conjectures 
have been formed, and a variety of random aſſertions made, 
have, for ſome time pas engroſſed the general attention, | 
G 


3 

and furniſhed matter for ſevere animadverſion among all 
ranks and detcriptions of people: but various as theſe re- 
ports have unavoidably been, from the circumſtance that 
gave riſe to them, being known only to a CHOSEN few, the 
perſon whoſe reputation only they affected, and which only 
could be affected by them, was the focus in which their 
peſtilential and deſtructive rays finally centered. It was he 
ALONE who abſorbed the guilt and infamy of the tranſ- 
action; he alone ſuſtains the odium; for his ſituation in 
life deprives him of the poor and ſorry conſolation of an 
aſſociate in the crime laid to his charge. Were there ever 
_ a thouſand acceſſaries, HE would eclipſe them all—He 

alone would be conſidered as the principal, and ſtand alone 
expoſed to public cenſure and derifion!—for who, among 
| the molt neceſſitous and-profligate of his pretended friends, 

would have preſumed to ſuggeſt ſo foul and ſo i iniquitous | 
an expedient; and he that gave the advice, will he have 

the effrontery to avow it? SIT, 

I am poſitive that he will not, though i it were to ſereen 
the deluded youth from reproach and i ignominy. The fraud 
was no ſooner committed, than it blazed forth, in all its 

turpitude; Vice felt herſelf honoured by the audacity, as 
well as by the atrociouſneſs of the trick, and gloried in 

a what has been matter of profound grief and aſtoniſhment 
to every virtuous mind in the kingdom. It was at firſt 
imagined, that the ſplendor of rank would have dazzled the 
million, and afforded a ſhield to the dignified perpetrator: | 
thoſe who counted upon this ſecurity, paid but an ill com- 
paliment to the morals of the Nation, Theſe Gentry have 
fince been taught, that the morals and manners of the peo- 
ple are not to be violated with impunity. They have found 
that even the public prints, whoſe miſtaken lenity has hi. 
therto {pared their . and their erimes, md A 
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criminal taciturnity upon the occaſion, and demonſtrated f 
their patriotiſm by ſtigmatizing what they juſtly conſidered 
as a diſhonor to the Country. Their zeal and their cla- 
mour appear to have penetrated into the very ſanctorum 
of Turf Swindling, and to have TOC even the 22 
of the Banditti. 

A mean and pitiful requeſt was made in a ficcetlion &f 
anonymous paragraphs, that © the public would ſuſpend their 
Judgment until a certain, club or combination of men, gave 
their report.” —Several weeks have elapſed ſince the pe- 
titions were made; but as it was probable that the affair 
was too my/terious and intricate for a prompt deciſion, no 
objection was made to the delay. It was however expect- 
ed, that theſe gentlemen, ſitting in judgment on the cha- 
rafter of a man ſo nearly related to us all, would at leaſt 
authenticate their report by the ſignature of their reſpective 
names. But in this well founded hope we have been dif- 
appointed; not one of the jurors empanelled upon the oc- 
caſion, will perſonally vouch for the innocence of either 
maſter or man, and to have publiſhed this extraordinary 
report, in the firſt perſon plural, without informing us 
whether i it was the production of an individual or of a mul- 
titude, was an offence againſt grammar, as well as againſt 
ſound policy, and good manners, for what confidence can 
we have in the verdict of an invi//ible jury? and what right 
has even the firft man in this Country, to expect that we 
ſhould implicitly believe an anonymous ipſe dixit? inſtead 
of anexplicit and ample explanation which was to eſtabliſh / 

the innocence of the parties, and totally to deſtroy every 
veſtige of ſuſpicion, a compound of impertinent and frivo- 
lous aſſertions and paragraphs, beginning with WE HAvE, 
&c. are offered to us with all the inſolence of deſpotie au- 
thority. The ſtory ſo far from being elucidated, ſeems, by 


this lame and nameleſs defence, ts be dds than ever per- Y 


plexed; ſo far from being brought into the clear and bril- 


liant atmoſphere of truth, it ſeems to be more invelloped 


dn enen in dark and fulpburous grounds, which blcken, 


even to the complexion of Erebus, the hapleſs object 
whom. it is pretended to bleach and purify! I can eaſily 


_ conceive the confuſion which the neceſſity of doing.80ME- 


THING in this nefarious buſineſs muſt have occaſioned. 


No doubt but the diftreſs into which ſo diſaſtrous an event 
plunged all thoſe who riot in Pall Mall or elſewhere, muſt 


have been conſiderable; no douht but they beheld the cala- 
mity and ruin with which they were threatened by an event 


_ likely in its conſequences to have produced a total and 
happy revolution in the ſentiments of their deluded patron. 


The ſecurity they have long enjoyed in the public credu- 
lity, and the forbearance, added to their avowed contempt 


of character, made them at firſt indifferent to all cenſi ure, 
but in proportion as the buzz increaſed, their fears aug- 


mented, and a reſolution was taken to do all that guilt could 


do to appear innocent. Affidavits ſometimes impoſe on 


vulgar minds. At all events they have their convenience, 
when judiciouſſy introduced, as well as an alibi, and the 


| magiſtrate before whom they are ſworn, by lending his 
name, ſeems to bear teſtimony to the truth of the aſſertions 


they contain; I do not mean to impeach the veracity of thoſe 


that have been made, though not produced, on this ocoa- 
ſion, I have every reſpect for the ri/ing reputation, and won- 


derful dexterity. of the groom that has been introdnced to 


public notice with ſo much parade and circumſtance. He 


may, for aught I know to the contrary, be a gentleman of 
the Aricigſt honor, and moſt acrompliſhed manners. The 
ſchool in which he has been educated certainly indicates as 


much, and will not permit- me to doubt a moment, either 
of his rectitude or good- breeding. Vet with all poſſible 
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confidence in his integrity and politeneſs, and with-an, equab 
degree of reverence for the judgment of thoſe who recom< 
mended this mode of exculpation, I think it was indecent, 
ir not dangerous; to make the character of one of the moſt 
elevated men in the kingdom depend ſolely upon the cre» 
dit which may or may not be given to the teſtimony of a 
man in one of the very loweſt, and certainty leaſt honor 

able oceupations in life, and who being unfortunately, 
though no doubt wdefervedly, involved. in the ſame! cen- 
ſure that affects his royal maſter, will find it difficult; to 
eſcape ſuſpicion. 'T here may be ceconomy and novelty 
in attempting to white-waſh wo individuals by one affida- 
vit, but I am ſure there was little ſkill in it. Perhaps it 
was an expedient of neceſlity, and adopted not from any 
hope' of its being efficacious, but merely as being the 
leaſt exceptionable; if ſo, I would aſk the pretended friends 
of this hapleſs youth, if even the moſt virulent of his ene- 
mies (ſuppoſing him to have any) could poſſiblydegrade him 
to a condition more painful? Theſe remarks, however 
hard they may bear on the parties concerned, are not meant 
to preſerve the unworthy ſubject alive in the minds of men; 
on the contrary, they are meant to ſilence impudent and 
imprudent efforts to explain away what cannot be denied, - 
and what, from my ſoul, I ſincerely wiſh had never hap- 
pened. It is the fartheſt from my intention to wound the 
feelings, or to add to the keen anguiſh, which the perſon 
alluded to muſt ſuffer on finding himſelf become the table- 
talk of grooms and valets. I feel for his ſituation, and 
lament that a name which ought to be idolized, and a rank 
-which ought to be reſpected, ſhould be familiarly canvaſſed 
in the polluted moutus of the outcaſts and refuſe of ſociety 
I am amazed that his pride has not taken offence at the 
idea of Vermin ſitting in judgment upon Excellence, and that 


( ; 


what ought to be the boaſt and . 
ſhould wantonly alarm its fears and incur its reproach; 1 


am grieved, Sir, that he ſhould be ſo inattentive to his own 


honor and happineſs, at a moment when the fatal conſe- 
quences ariſing from a paſſion for low and profligate com- 


pany are ſo ſtrikingly evident in a branch of the Royal Fa- 


mily in France, and to which unfortunate propenſity may 


be attributed the diſaſtrous ſituation of a country, hitherto 


conſidered as the mel nne and moſt ciilized r 
og ol 1 


' Lecion. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


AN attempt has been made to anſwer the pavrediing 
Letters; but if anſwers were to flow from the preſs until 


every type in Europe was expended, they would not be able 
to refute any one aſſertion, or to controvert any one ar- 


gument contained in the foregoing pages. This is not a 
declaration proceeding from an arrogant and affected ſupe- 
riority over adverſaries that are ſorry and contemptible at 
the beſt, but a conſequence that naturally reſults from hav- 
ing taken the right fide of the queſtion, and from having ad- 


| hered moſt ſcrupulouſly to facts, which can neither be pal- 


liated nor denied. What is matter of public notoriety 
cannot decently be diſavowed; and if the gentlemen 
who, with more apparent regard to their inter than to 
their characters, have attempted to apologize for dignified 

profligacy, had recognized the ſtrong and inacceſſible 


ground on which I have taken poſt, I do not think they 


would have hazarded a conteſt from which his Royal High- 
neſs is likely to receive ſuch little benefit, and his cham 


pions ſuch little honor. 


It is rather unfortunate, that a 3 avowedly writ- 


ten to ſecure the Prince of Wales from what is termed 
« unmerited odium,” ſhould ſcarce contain any thing elſe 
than an impeachment of the loyalty and good manners of the 
perſon who is ſaid to have attacked the heir apparent with 
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the moſt «© unfeeling indecency.” This mode of exculpating 
guilt will have very little weight with thoſe who are accuſ- 


tomed to reaſon more logically, and who eſtimate the force 


and validity of arguments by their affinity to truth. They 
will, as well as myſelf, be at a loſs to conjecture, what po- 
fible relation there can exiſt between the vices of one man, 


and the rudeneſs of another; neither can it be well under- 


Rood, why malice and diſloyalty in the latter (ſuppoſmg 
theſe charges to be well-founded) ſhould atone for a groſs 


and infamous violation of every moral and political duty 
in che farmer. 


r eee 3 


5 hikes dancing-maſter that inſtructed my adverſaries, but 1 


will venture to aſſert, that our ethics are not derived from 
the ſame ſource. Whether my manners have been formed 
on the ſyſtem recommended by the late Lord Cheſterfield, 
who was eſteemed the beſt-bred man of his age, or whe- 
ther they reſemble thoſe of Bucchorſe, who was certainly 
the worſt; whether my ideas of civil government ate taken 
from thoſe of Sir Robert Filmer, or from thoſe of Algernon 


Sidney, are of little import to the queſtion under con- 
| fideration; and as they do not tend to eſtabliſh either the 

guilt or innocence of his Royal Highneſs, they are irrele- 
vant to the ſubject, and may poſſibly excite ſome doubts 


of the ſanity, as well as of the correctneſs of that mind. 
which could introduce them for either purpoſe; nor is it 
leſs curious, that a gentleman, who has publiſhed preciſely I 
twenty-five pages and a half of what he is pleaſed to call 


Obſervations on a Letter addreſſed to the Prince of Wales, 


(and which twenty-five pages, with their fraction included, 


are avowedly written to bleach and purify his Royal High- 


neſs) ſhould acknowledge much more than T have aſſerted, 


4 Wn 


or even e If this mode of proving tbe innocence 


of men, by eltabliming their guilt; could be introduced at 
the Old Bailey, the felons in Newgate would have lie 00 
appredend from the verdi ofa 5 Jury. 1 

The only palfages that r elate to the Ki in x queſtion, 
acknowledge t the * ex;Poncs of Bacchanalian orgies (a) at 
Carleton Hit; * that « the Prince of Wales has kept er 


creding bad company; that he ran in debt at one time lo 


the amount 2 near two hundred thouſant pounds "th that 
* B. promiſed to behave better if his debts were paid; 5 
and that being paid, he broke his word, and behaved worſe,” 

that © bis Royal Highneſs came again to Parliament, for 


aimojt four times the former fur, and which fun was far 


more than either Sardanapalus or Heliogabalus (the worh 
and moft infamous of mankind) « could poſſibly have fguandered 
in the ſame ſpace of time 5” . that 00 The repreſentatives of the 
people,” whether wiſely or honeſtly, is not mentioned 

* thus. called upon, have gut theſe debts in à train of ligui- 


| davis * and finally that cc not one of theſe debts were con- 


trated by the man who has aſeed us to diſcharge. ther "5g (3) 
; What” is this but n his Vent ne and that 
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(a). Obſervations on che Letter adreſſes to the Prigee of IM p. 7. 
() A reference to the Author will beſt © aicertain the One with * 
i have quoted him. 5 | 

4% How the immenſe Turks chat have been ralſed have been 8 it 
is almoſt impoſſible even to gueſz. in traniictions waich would reflect ſach 
eternal diſgrace upon the abettors of hem, conjecture muſt wander wide of 
the mark. The public have ſeen debts to the amount of near two bundred 
thouſand pounds contracted in a ſhort period; they tiave alfo feen thoſe debts 
I diſcharged by parliament. It is not to be wondered, af er bis Mjeſty's mei- 


babe, Kang a well. grounded expeBtation that the Prince would aveid con- ; 


rafting any debts in future, that his Royal Highnels's W 1 ww 
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6 Ry 5 ord" "9 PP. maliciouſh, _ certainly « 120 
diftyaly,” of obtaining money under falſe pretences ? what 
is it in fact, but pleading guilty to the indictment that has 

deen preferred, and ſueing to that tribunal to which I have | 
appealed, for mercy on the delinquent? If this man writes 
for bread, I pity him;—If to inftruct us, I think be has 

- miſtaken his talents; and if to pay court to the heir appa- 
rent, I am afraid that the advantages J have derived from 5 

his teſtimony, will operate to his ptejudice, and cancel eyery 
| claim he can poſſibly urge to the ſmiles of his Royal High- 
neſs, who certainly owes very little to the judgment, what= 
ever he may do to the zeal of ſuch champions. If this 
- gentleman really felt that affection” which he Pprofeſſes for 
the Prince, it would have been better ſhewn by a profound- 
| ſilence on a ſubject which will not bear Inveſtigation, and 

5 | 9 which cannot occur to the mind, without manifeſt injury ; 

3 to his Royal Highneſs; the ſervility however of thoſe wha 

. out of parliament would excuſe the licentious extravagance 
| 8 of Carleton Houſe, is leſs reprehenſible than that, which 

3 ele adminiſter 1 to it from within, 3 F 
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3 deavour to plunge him again into difficulties, becauſe, as T have Rated, and 
28 it was generally believed, that was part of their ſyſtem ; but it is ex- 
\  ceedingly to be wondered, that there ſhould have been found in this patjons 
1 perſons weak and wicked enough to truſt him; or rather them, for it ig im- 
5 CIT . poſſible, if we confider the immenſity of the ſum, had he united the yices gf | 
OE : -Sardenapalus with thoſe of Heliogabaluz, that he could in fo ſhort. a time 
Ws have ſquandered it. However that may be, the public have ſeen their re- 
1 | \preſentatiyes called upon for a ſum of almoſt four times the bulk of the 
| former; they have ſeen the fur, ha large as it is, in a train. of liquidation | 
1  _ through the channel of parliament ; they have ſcen men whom every one 
3 ND knew to have been inſolvent, eyer fince the firſt of the tranſactions alluded 
to, live in a ſtate of opulence. and ſplendor ; ; and when they compare theſe 
two circuraſtances, they wa fon thejr ex opinion. of this I of. 
bang. s national propery. 
| e vide page 8 of the Obſervations on a Letter addreſſed to the Prince of 


[ ef I a, Je Wales, wy: on thoſe 8 e and 1 


* 
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| In the former inſtance, its nes 3 A are. 
confined within ſmall limits, by the obſcurity and poverty. 
of the parties; beſides indigence has a claim to indulgence, 
for hunger hard preſſed, may, tempt a man to do that, Which 
relieved from the preſſure of famine, he would revolt at 
the baſeneſs cannot be very widely diffuſed, and not being 
committed in violation of any direct and poſitive engage ⸗ 
ment, the miſchief reſulting from i it will be trifling and un- 

50 important; but. in the latter inſtance, it aſſumes a more 
criminal and more dangerous appearance. —A PART 
deputed by the whole, to conduct the complicated intereſts 
of wide extended Empire, cannot depart from that ſobriety 
and reRtitude, to which they are pledged for the benefit of 


chat whole; and haying duties to fulfil, they ſhould remem- 


ber that they have a character to preſerve In them, a com- 


plaiſance of the deſcription which I have ſtigmatiſed in the 


former as ſervility, is neither more nor leſs, than a breach of 
25 truſt to the public, which the nation in general, and the im- 
5 mediate conſtituents of the offending party in particular,: are 
called upon to reſent and puniſh—A man, with a character 

; ſofaul and ſo very black, that even ink cannot ſtain it, ſeemed 
diſpoſed on the 14th of May, rohave complimented his Royal 
Highneſs with even more than he aſked; and if the favor(a) 
expected in return for this tribute of loyalty in adyance, 
could poſſibly reſtore degraded reputation, the quota of the 
honorable member would be wonderfully well laid out, 
with a certainty of repayment and an interaſt ſo uſurious, 
that even Pulteney, or Avarice itſelf, would bluſh to exact 
or receive it. When men of this deſcriptien obtain ſeats 

; in the Houle: of Commene, it Cate] that the conf{uent 
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part. of the Katie is 466 the full as e6rrupt as IVE Apen 


tatives, and makes the queſtion of reform a problem much 
more difficile ro be ſolved than we imagine. "The man, 
whole propoſals in parliament was treated with ſcbrn By all 


parties, aims it is faid at a peerage; but deſpalring to obtain 


| ic in the Profent reit gn, be affüres himſelf to à certainty of ĩt 


in the let, by becoming the paiidir to vice.” Is there any 
paſſage or ſentence it in Ya of he preceding letters that 


contain fs ſevere and 0 Poigtec a fitite n the prin = 
ciples « Eis Noa "Highneſs, as the fer vile barangue f | 
this worthlefs and Tirigious CRaracter? What opirtlon muſt 8 
even 154 man (who woutdfavith without Tititation or res 
miorſe the treafr ures of the countty on ſehſelefs diffipation} 
entertaid 'of the Prince, © when Hi Cexpectb in return for this * 
breach 6f public duty y, thathis Royal "HighnefSwould'sn bis 


acceſſion to the throne, ſelect Him for the Britiſh Pecragen 


How fallen, how v very / much diſhonored and degraded; muſt 


the Heir Appaxent : appear, when the moſt deſpicable of 5 
madd believe him capable of admitting them to his con? 


fidence and countils? 1 have no averſion td the Hört chtury 


2 nobility of England; on the contrary my reſpect for tt 


ariſtocracy, i is known, and can be atteſted by men, Und | 
exemplary probity, talents, and manners, juſtifyt their claim . 
to diſtinction, and add luſtre to "their titles; bat my reve= 
rence, for the p peerage muſt depend on the quality of the ma- 


| terials. of which it is compoſed; and it is from my venera- 


tion for tuis branch of the legiſlature 1 aſſert, that its dignity 
cannot ſurvive. its purity, It is already ſurcharged witk 
mn. and. will not. bear any farther” addition, without ma- 
nifeſt danger to its exiſtence, and that of the mee 


| It is from the ſincereſt affection fo for both; it is that their | 
permanency may be e and their reſpective 9 5 

cies deſcend to future times; it is that the country which 
I love, may be preſerved from uproar and civil tumult, that | 


— — — 
— 


6. 3-H 
his "Rong, and 1 8 effectual' 5 Wa been 

airefled to a man, whoſe ſcandalous and expenſive levities 
un ag ily of a nature, to make. us loath and deteſt . 


conduct has excited alarm and Aga N 


* 
i 


throuiphout che ation, and whoſe eserlkes have beck” 
brought more forcibly to our view, by the hilfory of the | 
times, and that at a moment, when the country, defi aue 


andi deſertod by a German deſpot, whoſe execrable name 


ought to he.eraſed and torn. from the li of ſovereigns by. "i 


the. cominon; hangmang. provoked the moſt temperate. and 
beſt Oe. ee to ine . and. 
Aten, 

* PRINCES AVE A PRIVILEGE. To. 


TIS -SCQUNDREL, ?r | 
BBR upon . boat 
that their werk will be done by the Princes of the blood — oy 
Well mapithepartizzns of Mr. Paing, triumph in the, vices; 
of curts, and look; forward- wich confidence to the exter- 
Fenn by tranſuctions ſo foul and 
diſhonorable it is by a. conduct ſo, ſcandalous and diſ- 
graceful; that the peace:of ſociety and the very exiſtence of 
Governments are endangered: It is ſhameful and unpar- 
donable, that thoſe who are ſelected! from the general maſs, 
and ele vatecł to tlie higheſt honors with ſtipends ample and 
muniffeentt ever to prodigalityy for the important and digs. . 
nified purpoſe of enforcing obedience to æhe laws, ſhould be 
the firſt to violate them, and æncburage by their ue. 
r ene e bee e bin... 

Tbbste -who-wonld offer im excuſe for ſuch 8 
dt rder, that there ĩs onꝰ moral for courts and unt her for 
the people, are not aware of the miſchief that may reſult 
from a diſtinctions ſo degrading to boch, and which--is na 
leſs repugnant to reaſon, than it is offenſive to virtue. In 

matters of morality and right, mankind ought to be on a 


i 
1 = - - 
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Par, and every attempt to 1 efface, or deſtroy 4 
_ Galutary, this happys.. this glorious: equality, the only one 2 
worthy of our emulation! argues equal profligacy and 
impudenceIt was caſy to foreſce from the principles and 
conduct of thoſe whom his Royal Highneſs admitted to his 
confidence and table it early. life, What would be the ſad 
iſſue of a ſelection ſo-injudicious and 1 N bars 7 mg 4 


wich his elevated rank in ſociety? © 1. 
The influence which ſuch men nl obtain oper bis . 


. uninformed mind, was a natural conſequence, | 
which however it may awaken our compafſion for the 8 


or our fears for the future, ought not to ſurpi f 
not enter into the hiſtory of his amours, nor into the very 
equivocal character of the lady; whom one part of what is. 
called the faſhionable world, conſidered as his miſtreſs, and „ 
avoided; and whom the other, more ſervile and corrupt, re- 1 
| garded as a woman whoſe careſſes were regiſtered, and lega«= | 
| lifed in heaven, if not on earth, and whoſe mockery of a fa- 
crament and of the laws gave her a paſſport to that ſpciety = 
from. which women leſs exceptionable were excluded—It 
will be faid, perhaps, that thoſe, | whoſe ſcruples could be 
ſo eaſily removed, and who could find in ſuch a ſalvo, an 
excuſe for viſiting Mrs. Fitzherbert, were not very nice 
in their morals, or, as the Prince expecting, (as a tribute 
ol reſpect to himſelf) that the Lady ſhould be of every 
party, where he was invited, their ſenſe. of decorum was 
ſacrificed to their vanity.—L cannot diſcuſs ſuch queſtions * 
nor am L caſuiſt enough to comprehend ſuch diſtinctions. 
It is only on plain and incontrovertible facts, that my 
judgment can decide; and from the evidence before mo 1 
feel no difficulty in declaring, that thoſe, whoſe ſervility 
could deſcend. to ſuch a condition, were. baſe and abjeR i in 
the Os ee ths: N Who e ee fuch 2 
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1 1 
" cenceltion; as ce price of his company, o or as a  efibute dis 
to. his rank, manifeſted an arrogance of temper, and a 


contempt of decency, highly incompatible with'that reſpect 
which he owes to the nation, and which, (conſidering the 


5 af uence he derives from his character in the State) cannot 


be reprobated with too much ſeverity, I am however wil- 
ling that this tranſaction, diſreputable andconnected as it is, 
with that which might have endangered his ſucceſſion, if it 
bad been honeſtly inveſtigated, ſhould be buried in oblivion, 
but 1 will never ſubſeribe to the juſtice or expediency of 
adminiſtering to vice and folly, or of ſupporting expenſive 
eſtabliſhments, which impoveriſh the country, while they 
 enervate | its character, and corrupt its morals. It was with 


à View to reclaim his Royal Highneſs from bad company, 


that the letters ſig ned Neptune were addreſſed to him in 
1 and when at the diſtance of ſeven years, the ſeanda- 
lous adyenture at Newmarket proved, that admonitions were 
' without effect; when it appeared that bad habits and bad 
example, had taken ſtrong and deep root in a mind, on the 


purity of which the fate of millions might hereafter depend, 5 
" was ſurely juſtifiable i in the writer who ſigns himſelf Le- 

a gion, 1 to expoſe in all the ſeverity of language, a conduct in 

which guilt and meanneſs, diſputing the ſuperiority, aimed 
at depriving the nation of its faireſt hope and promiſe It 
is unneceſſary to ſay, what ought tohave been the reflections 
of the Prince at theſe different periods, when the author of 


thoſe letters, unconnected as he was, and ever will remain 


with every deſcription of party and cabal, admoniſhed his 
© Royal Highneſs of his danger, and predicted what has hap- 
pened. Matter of much more immediate import to the 
nation, than his countenancing faction and every ſpecies of 
profligate libertiniſm, has occurred; principles have been 
8 which it behoves us to * and which an- 
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nee, as little judgment 25 good faith in the dune 


whence they originated. 3 
A credit moſt thamefully abuſes, 55 9 y extautied, | 
1 compelled. the Prince of Wales to requeſt Parliament 
to inereaſe his income, not altogether for the purpoſe of 
defraying the exgences of an enlarged eſtabliſhment, but = 
_ diſcharge incumbrances which he pledged himſelf in 1787, 
- hould never be.contrafted—The amount of the debt, enor- 


mous as it is, dges not ſtarile us ſo much, as the ind? <cency 


ol breaking his word to the nation, and if he has obſerved 
. ſuch little 200d faith as Prince of Wales, what right have 
we to expect a conduct more correct and more conſonant 
1d his obligations, when he aſſumes a more exalted ſta- 


tion in the country! 'I will not abandon, facts for conjecture, 


a 4 by aſking if his Royal Hi ghneſs would haye applied to Par- 


_ iament for ſo much of the public money, if he could have 


taken it withaut ? Neither will I; inquire, if if, while he con- 


- forms in appearance to the conſtitution, he confiders. the 
.pcople as his Bankers, and their repreſentatives as their 
lerks?—All.that I contend for is, that the country will be 


a cqvally wronged and, inſulted, whether thoſe debts are «i 


changed through the medium of the Houſe of Commons, 


: bor by a mandate addręſſed in the belt inflzuce ns. clerks 


lat the Exchequer. 1 

Another matter fog 8 is that this 9 
Application, ,unlike the firſt, was not accompanied by any 

aſſurance either from the King or his Royal Highneſs, that 


0 future demand of the kind ſhould be repeated This 
 omiſien js Ferminly extraordinary ̃ merits obſervation, = 


Wes mann — that the parties conſider themſelyes 
175 the nation 3 


+» 


* 


aſſurance was not given, — its veracity eould not 


be relied on; Our experience unhappily gives equal force - 


and validity to both ſuppoſitions, and with ſuch clear and 
explicit evidence of the facts upon record, it was the duty 
of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons, and I am ſure it would 
have been more conſiſtent with its honor, and ae 
more 3 and dignjfi-d, to have ſaid, | 
Thus far ſhall ye go, and no farther.” 

It was incumbent on the repreſentatives of the people to 

Have preſcribed bounds to unfeeling prodigality and to inſa- 


tiate avarice, and not to have given IMPUNIIT Y to the 
inſolence, of the one, and to the rapacity of the other. Such 
a conduct would have reſtored the Houſe of Commons to 


that credit and confidence with the nation, without which, i its 


duration will at beſt be precarious, and rather endured, than 
approved, and which conduct, would have been a complete 


anſwer to petitions for reform. The only queſtion to be 
conſidered, i is not ſuch as the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer was conſtrained to ſubmit to the judgn 
Parliament, and on which many will decide, Who have little 


right to give an ile, either from their capacity, or 


their rectitude. lt is not, whether the Prince of 
Wales ſhall have an annual income of 65,00, or 
125,000 pounds, and: be permitted to call occafionally, for 
tempor ary aids, but whether the former ſum in addition to 
he Duchy of Cornwall (a) was not a very ample proviſion 
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FT a 5 14 py adhering to what os the Commons of Great Britain e. 


bound to notice, and to which alone they ſhould haye confined themſelyes— 
- Inſtead of taking that line, which was pointed out by the meſſage in 1787, 


9 authoriſed by a departure from it in 1795—An attempt was made to 
entangle and perplex 2 conſtitutional gueſtion of conſiderable magnitude, | 
with queſtions of law, and to convert Parliament into a Court of Chancery, 
to hear an improbable charge of embezzlement or miſapplication of property 
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„An . on behalf of 2 minor 05 his Seda; 4 will an 
the feelings, nor alarm the fears of hoſe gentlemen, who would have degrad- 
ed the repreſentative dignity, by queſtions, which can only be diſcuſſed with 
propriety and effect, in a Court of Law or Equity Their motives for ſo ex- 
traordinary a departure from their line of duty, may poſſibly have been per- 
fectly honorable and diſintereſted ; but it is a queſtion of legiſlation, and 
not of law, which they were called upon to decide, and a queſtion 
which very materially relates to the honor and ſecurity of the Royal F amily 
on the one fide, and to the preſervation of the conſtitution on the other, for 
ik we loſe it, Where ſhall we ſeele another? Reſtored to its purity, 


Where can we find its equal ? The queſtion to be conſidered, is not Whether 


the Duchy of Cornwall belongs in fee to atae Prince of Wales—It 
is not whether he holds it by Military Tenure, or by the Peers Tenure, 


or whether the King, having received the rents during the minority of the 


Prince, thould be called upon to refund, what, after deducting the expences 
of his education and maintenance, would be no object either to the nation, 
or to his Royal Highneſs, but whether the Prince of Wales ſhall come to 
Parliament for a million of the public money, whenever he thinks proper ; 
and whether it is honeſt or grateful in thoſe, whom the country ſupports in 
ſplendor and magnificence, to run riot, and waſte Its property, in profligate 
and expenſive pleaſures, in which decency, taſte, and economy, are 
equally ſacrificed? It is not a frivolous diſpute between a guardian and his 
ward, of little import even to the parties, and of much leſs to the nation, but 
a matter involving in it a variety of ſerious and national conſiderations lt is 
' whether the morals of the country ſhalt be preſerved or deſtroyed— It is 
whether thoſe who have dared to offer them every poſſible inſult, ſhall be 
allowed to proceed in their diſgraceful career with impunity ?—lt Is in fact 
whether we will any longer ſubmit to the inſolent licentiouſneſs of thoſe, 
Vo ſeem by their conduct to imagine, that we are created for their ſole uſe 
and convenience, and fit only to adminifter to their vices and neceſſities ?— 
I can pity and forgive the imbecillity that is flattered by ſuch an idea, but 
the "guilt that would aQ in gs a waz deſerves . and mall . 
find no'qu#:er. ; e 
_ I will ſpare his Royal Highneſs the painful recital of t dee which 
are no leſs repugnant to his obligations to ſociety, than they have been ru- 
_ in6bs and diſgraceful to himſelf. I with to draw a' veil between our indig- 
nant and offended fight, and thoſe diſreputable ſcenes, which have finally 
' Eeprived him and his brothers of that affe ion and reſpect, which were ſpon 


a 


la) 


ſettled on FIR was decent or jul in his Royal Hine 
| n exceeded it? ©: 
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3 beſtowed ons fondly ata while the ag diſtant hope was en · 
tertained of amendment or contriſion. I will not comment on their diſgrace- 
fal hiſtory, nor dwell on the ſhameleſs profligacy, that has dareg to appear at 
a place of public reſort in defiance of all decency and decorum, with a public 
aQtreſs,-an acknowledged proſtitute, at whoſe door, two centinels were oſten 
tatiouſly placed, as if the guilt of the Lady, and the depravity of her Lover 
were not already ſufficientiy conſpicuous—That ſuch an indecency ſhould 
| haye been offered, has more in it to offend than to ſurpriſe us; the wonder 
is, that the company aſſembled at Brighton ſhould have ſubmitted to the i in- 
| fult, but, <0 7 uuf nor ſpread the compeſs on the cbedt to make them f anber, 
neither will I enlarge on the-rath and inconfiderate levity, of appropriating to 
her uſe the Royal carriages, and attendants in Royal liveries, allowed him by 
the munificence of the nation to ſupport the ſplenior of his rank, and not to 
inſult the morals and good ſenſe of the gountry—Flagrant, and indecent as 
this conduct unqueſtionably is, its turpitude is loſt in the magnitude of 
other, and more important conſiderations, which the criminal and inexpli- 
cable profligacy of Princes (as if a fatality attended them !) preſs on our at- 
tention, and which I will defy the moſt cool and collected mind to contem- 
plate, without gloom and alarm. This brother, who has thrown much ran- 
dom and incohcreat cenſure on miniſters, to which their public conduct, gives F 
a flat contradict ion, ſeems to conſider the reſtrictions intended to be impoſed 
on future Princes of Wales, as a perſonality levelled at his brother allow 
ing this to be the fact, what muſt futurity think of THAT brother, who 
reduced the legiſlature to the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure ? The queſtion for 
conſideration i is not, Whether the Heir Apparent &:all have a larger or a leſſir 
eftabliſhment—It is not whether he ſhall be at liberty to contract debts, beyond 
bis ability to diſcharge but whether he ſhall be allowed to perſevere ina line 
of conduct, which may endanger the peace of the country, and finally con» 
Ggn him to beggary and exile ? This is in fact the queſtion that Parliament 
is called upon to decile, and as it involves in it the eaſe, comfort, and ſe- 
curity. of every individual i in the empire, it behoves the Houſe of Peers to, 
whom the Commons may peſſibly refer the important conſideration, and to 
whole recitude of conduct the nation looks up with hope. and confidence, to. 
| give it the attention it deſerves, and to and between their country and 
ruin. Woe be to Parliament Are”, to the Britiſh Empire, whenever the former 
| has the guilt or imprudence to act in oppoſition ta the general ſenſe of the 
latter; nor can it be too ſtrongly impreſſed on the memary of both, that he 
prodigality which accompliſhed the ruin of the Court of Verſailles, led alſo 
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with propriety conſider the application, that has been re- 


cently made; it is the only one, on which J can defeend to 


Wein ue with rhoks; whs are diſpoſed to ſupport the Chin. 


Honor, policy and gratitude forbade its being made in any 


y 


form or ſhape, and leaſt of all by juggle, Mp were 1 diſpoſ- 


ed to enjoy a malignant triumph over thoſe who have un- 


fortunately lowered themſelves by this meafure in the pub- 


ut effitnation; J am moſt amply furniſhed with the mearts; 
but feeling for declining age, and commiſſerating all . 
moral infirmities annexed to it, I. will ſpare majeſty the 


reproach which it appears to have incurred and leave the 
Ebun ntry to decide off the extrem xtreme irftif that has pro- 


voked a diſcuſſion lo unfavorable to thee 
As: joint bondſman with, his, ſon, he would have done well 


to have preſerved his Royal Highneſs from the ignominy of 


dis preſent ſituation: It was his intereſt, and [ately it was his 


duty, to have thewn i in times 1 ke the ee Tl of avis 


to the PRA Nate) and extinction I? Royalty in LI The wy 
which the Tegillature of this country has to ſteer, may be difficult and peril. 
ous, but with ſuch vi6ble and numerous. beacons « on every fide, there will be 


 Infanity er r fornething worle, i in miſtakingit—The unexampled diftreſs of the | 


fimes—the frequent and heavy demands for 1 Money to proſecute the war to an 


2 Bonorable conclution, for bid moſt eloquently, and moſt forcibly, any improvi- 
dent, or u anton expentiture of the public treafüre, and eſpecially in favor of 


an Raiden, whoſe claim to the geherolity bf the nation is denied, and with 
whoſe cbnduct ſuch ſtrong and univerſal difatisfackion has beeh univerſally 


| exprefſed—It behoves Parliament to reflect well on tlie probable Gnlequenices 


of their preſent” proceedings. —Thett is wiſdom in deliberation, and it be⸗ 
hbves them to conſider, if what they intend for kindneſs, may not prove the 
reverſe? It is Sits, that müch miſchief ir may reſult from a taken and” 


{fined generoſity, not only to the Sovereign whom it is their duty to re- * 
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peer, And fo his Spring, mY om. they would fupport _ eber in a e 
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. of hog, chat a nue ein be faichfuf to lis e engage 
ments: | 
Strong as theſe An bver dh triay 1e 0 65 weak 1 ch 
timid men; to men who mean well, and think rig t, but H 
are afraid to fay what they think ; Offenſi ve anct mocratic a 
theſe animadverſtons may be repreſented; by 8 Gove and 
corrupt; Iwill venture to affert that ty loydlty hus nuch leſs | 
ofthatalloy init, than thoſe who flatter and miffesf the Pritice.” | 
love toyalty, but it muſt have its appendages, as well as 
its trappings, or its claim to reſpect will be laughed at, and 
its exiſtence endangered I have been accuſed of attack - 
ing his Royal Highneſs with indecency, but does the 
indeceney of my language equal the indecency of HIS con- 
duct, and is vice in full dreſs; andat Court, tobe worſhipped? 
Can birth or titles fanction crime, or give to vice and 
folly a privilege to infult public morals and to ſquan- 
der the public money with impunity? Thofe who can af- 
ſwet in the affirmati ve are qualified for an idolatry more 
fitthy and abſurd tlian that of the Jews, and to ſuch worſhip: 
1 confign them . With refpe& to the motives that urged 
me to the publication of the foregoing pages, they are juſ- 
tified by the occafion that excited them. I really foreſee 
much ſerious and not very remote miſchief to the conſti- 
tution, unleſs principles of rectitude are ſpeedily adopted, | 
and à good example given by thoſe; in whom it is infamy 
to give a bad one, and whenever the ſigns of amendment ap- 
pear at Carleton Houſe, and his Royal Highneſs er 
ledges by his conduc i what he owes to his country, I will 
be as ready to applaitd; as J have been to cenfure.— He 4 | 
no longer juvenile, and he wilt do well to remember; that | 
what are FOLLEES at Twenty are VICES at Forty. 
Ir chuſt however be left to time to diſcover "what 
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whom they are addreſſedʒ —it is poſſible that he may regard 
them as the expedient of a neceſſitous ſcribbler to obtain 
temporary relief; it is even poſlible, that his Royal High- 
neſs may have finiled at animadverſions, which ought to 
have, excited other ſenſations than thoſe of merriment; he 
may even have. branded the, pamphlet, as the miſerable 
catchpenny of an. author, who availing himſeif of a popu- 
lar topic, would anſwer and refute his own aſſertions if 
ſuch ould have been the obſervations of the Prince, to 
the perſon whom he requeſted would read the letter to him, and 
if the idea that Jam venal, or that I am profligate enough 
to write, on Both f Jes of the queſtion, ſhould, afford any 
conſolation to bis royal mind, he is right welcome to every 
enjoyment it can afford him z I certainly ſhall not envy him, 
either his feelings or his judgment. There are thoſe about 
the Prince, who may ſuggeſt and foſter ſuch an idea, while 
others may repreſent the author as a man tainted with demo- 
eracy, and diſaffected to the chrone. To his Royal Highneſs 
and thoſe of the fermer deſcription it may be a ſufficient an- 
ſwer to their opinions and conjectures, to ſay, that ſuperior 
to the infamy of writing for hire, and having no object in 
view but to preſerve the conſtitution from the danger with 
which i itis menaced by the conduct of the male branches of the 
Royal Family, I bave given the profits of this publication, . 
whatever they may be, to the Publiſher : and to thoſe of . 
the latter. deſcription who may be diſpoſed to brand me as 
democratic, I have only to lament that an odium ſhould of 
late become attached to what happily forms a very conſi- 
derable ingredient i in our admirable conſtitution, and which 
ſhould be cheriſhed not deeried, at a moment when it is 
attempted to ſupplant our national democracy by a wild. 
and d ruthleſs democracy ſubverſive of morals, religion, and 
al public, and private ſecurity—l have neither. ſpleen - nor 
| reſentment to — _ the Oe F waned on the | 


contrary, I have much affection and reſpect for them, but 
their ſmiles, unleſs in approbation of a conduct which I feel 
to be laudable ard juſt, have no charms z and as to their 
frowns, it is impoſſible they can diſturb or affect me—l 
am ready to pay every homage, that is due to the ſove- 
reign and his family—T heir rank in the conſtitution cer- 
tainly gives them a claim to affection and reſpect, but it is 
only a conduct correſpondent with their ſation, that can 
legitimate and ratify the claim; allegiance, reſpect, friend- 
ſhip, and all the various duties, which men living together 
in ſociety, owe to each other, are relative and reciprocal: 
dependent on the fidelity by which they a& towards 
each other, and no longer binding on one ſide, than they 
are accurately obſerved and faithfully fulfilled on the other - 
In this. country, where men and things are conſidered as 
diſtin, and where the union of the office and the man, is 
conditional; where Majeſty is (as it ought to be every 
where elſe) the collected force, and wiſdom of the nation; 
it is neceſſary, that the Throne ſhould be ſupported, not 
by terror, or by the blaze of exterior and unprofitable ſplen- 
dor, but by affection.— To be dependent on a blind and 
ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition, ſubject to the caprice of opinion, and 
the fluctuations of time, would be at once diſgraceful and in- 
ſecure; the dignity and preſervation of the Throne, muſt, as 
well as its origin, be derived from the operations of reaſon, 
and the teſt of experience; for the only ſafe and honorable 


zẽ venue tothe heart, is by the underſtanding; all other props 


are irrational, hazardous, and precarious; more likely to 
+ accelerate miſchief, than to prevent it, and to which a 
mind, weak, or vicious in the extreme, only would have 
recourſe. —The province of Royalty is to vivify, cheer, and 
exhilarate; not to awe, dazzle, and petrify.—Its powers, to 
be reſpected and obeyed, muſt be attractive, not repellant; 


1 


an authority thus regulated, confirms; ie iſelf, | 
by its on weight; it claims the adoration of mankind as 
a right, not as à favor, and aſſures to the Sovereign, that 
loyalty and obedience, which he can never acquire, or retain 
by violence—In a word, pur love of monarchy is irrevo- 
cable; it is a fixture in the mind, and cannot be diſplaced; 
but our love of the monarch mult ever remain a contingency 
on his canduct and capacity, to be ſuſpended, continued, 
or withdrawn, as circumſtances may require. A wiſe 
man, will not diſpute the validity of ſuch a. tenure, much 
leſs will he hazard it; a good one, would not wiſh to hold 
a ſceptre on any other, and it is on the unqueſtionable evi- 
dence of Engliſh Hiſtory I aſſert, chat the Engliſh Nation 
will never ſuffer a bad man to hold it on any conditions.— 
Such are the doctrines and ſuch the principles, that ought | 
to be inſtilled into the mind of a Britiſh Prince; they 
are at once wholeſcme and conſtitutional they are 
connected with bis honor and his happineſs, and ſo inti- 
mately blended with the peace, order, and ſecurity of Go- | 
vernment, that to ſpurn or neglect them, is to endanger the 
whole fabric of civil fociety.—Such are the precepts, which 
2 Britiſh ſovereign is bound, no leſs by intereſt than by 
duty to follow; and if thoſe Who were charged with the 
education of the Prince of Wules, in early life, had executed 
the truſt repoſed in them, with that fidelity which was due 
to his Royal Highneſs, their Sovereign and their country, 
the credit of the one would not have been impaired, nor 
the tranquillity of the other diſturbed, by a diſcuſſion as 
painful to the Nation, as it | is l y HE IE: to the | 
parties concerned, || * * 15 
I am not conſcious, that this definition of 8 and '2 
of the obligations of the monareh, contain any thing offers 8 
ſive, or hoſtile to _ — know hs to be perfectiy 
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; be from every taint of di ſaffection, wi that the ſentiments 
© have advanced, are not only warranted by thoſe maxims 
of equity and common fenſe, which form the baſis of al 
| free governments, but that they are juſtified by the max- ; 
ims of the Britiſh conſtitution, to which I will remain 
ſteadily and unalterably, e to the laſt n moment of my 
exiſtence: 9 
It is from that ſtong and unaffected Ms which 


I feel for the conſtitution; it is from a ſincere and ardent 


deſire, that it may be perpetuated to the very end of time, 
that I have reprobated with all the force and animation of 
Janguage, the conduct of a man to whoſe fortunes we are 
attached, and whoſe very errors may be the ſource of in- 
finite miſchief and diſtreſs to millions. If his conduct had 
been leſs flagitious; I would have been leſs ſevere; if it had 
been exemplary, I would have been the loudeſt in his praiſe | 
but with a {take in the country to the full as valuable, to 
the full as important, and as neceſſary to MY comfort, feli- 
city, and ſecurity, as the diadem is to the peace, ſurety, and 
honor of his Royal F ather, I felt myſelf called upon to re- 
probate, what has a direct and manifeſt tendency to endanger 
the whole, and entail diſorder and ruin on the nation. It is 
2 miſtaken idea, and as falſe in theory as it would. prove 
pernicious in practice, that the conduct of the Heir Appa- 
rent ſhould be exempted from the cognizance, cenſure, or 
obſervation of the people; the reverſe of the propoſition i is 
the fact; the character of his Royal Highneſs partakes 
of the nature of public and private property: it is an ex- 
| tended common, reaching from one extremity of the em- 
pire to the other, in the preſervation of which, every indi- 
vidual has a common right; and common intereſt, 'T hoſe 
of the prince are greater, not only from that immediate | 
perſonal concern which he poſſeſſes, but from the flattering 
and animating diſtinction, of being guardian gf his own ho- 


66 


nor, not thy the excluſive benefit of himſelf, but i in truſt for 
the bappineſs, ſecurity, and independence of the whole 


kingdom This i is the relation in which his Royal High- 


veſs ſtands; And conſidering him in this point of view? 
every deviation from the rule of right, i is a matter of pub- 


lic concern, and authoriſes cenſure or complaint, in pro- 
portion to the injury or miſchief, that may reſult from it. 
1 diſclaim all perſonal rancor againſt the Prince —it is im- 


poſſible that I can have cauſe for any; but even if 1 
had, my temper and my habits forbid me to ayail myſelf of 
it. It is therefore on the broad and ſtrong ground of pub- 


lic right, that I have delivered, not only my own ſentiments, : 


but thoſe of the entire nation. It is from the intereſt that, 


I have in a conſtitution to which I am attached, not, only, 


from a full conviction of its many excellencies, but from, 


a love of that order which modulates, preſerves, and har- 


| monizes civil ſociety; of that order, on which our liberties. 


and fortunes depend, and which we are bound to cheriſh. 


and reſpect, that I have cenſured a conduct, reprobated by 
every. individual i in the empire, and which is acknowledged 


to have a direct and immediate tendency to excite and au- 
thoriſe public diſcontents. Had. his Royal Highneſs been 
inſtrueted in thoſe obligations which he owes to the coun- 
try; had he been taught to conſider himſelf as an indivi- 
dual, on whom diſtinetion i is beſtowed, to excite him to an 


| honorable diſcharge of the, ſtation he holds, and of the du- 
ties he may hereafter be called upon to execute, there 


would probably bave been no occaſion for theſe -animad- 
verſions, the ſeverity of which is juſtified by the magni- | 
tude of the danger with which we are threatened, from an 
obſtinate, not to ſay vicious, perſeverance in thoſe errors, 
from which everyattempt to reclaim him, has hitherto proved 
fruitleſs. To urge in extenuation of his conduct, that he has 


been il-connſalled is an inf ul t at. once to his N 
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and the common-ſenſe of mankind; for having alſo been 
- WELL-COUNSELLED ,and being of an age to compre- 


hend the force and extent of bis obligations to ſociety, with 
a mind capable of diſcriminating right from wrong, he is with- 
out the ſhadow of an excuſe, for what would be criminal and 


flagitious even in men, whoſe irregularities could not be of 


any miſchievous conſequence to the general intereſts of the, 
community: but there ſeems to be a fatality attending him, 
as lamentable, as it is unexampled. His hiſtory excites a 
conflict in the mind whenever it occurs, and my anger 
is checked by my humanity, in reflecting on the hapleſs 
deſtiny which has marked his progreſs through life, 
That the Prince has been ill-adviſed, is a truth univers 


ſally admitted, and as uni verſal y regretted, nor has he been 


more happy in his adyocates, than in his friendihips ; the 
former i is likely to prove as miſchieyous to his fame, as 
the latter haye been to his fortune, T be one has entailed 


on him diſhonor—the other poverty; ; while both of them 
have the effrontery to pretend an attachment to the object, 


whom they have ruined and diſgraced! One of this latter | 


deſcription, comes forward in ſupport of the Prince, not from 


Affection to his Royal Highneſs, but avowedly to promote 
miſchief; the vices of his profeſſion are added to the follies 
of youth, and whether it is apples of d. iſcord that he d. ftri- 
bates,or windows that he breaks, the gentleman i is equally di- 


verted, for his view is not to benefit the Heir Apparent, 


but to embarraſs government, by entangling a queſtion 
ſufficiently clear, with law ſybtleties, The gentleman ac- 
knowledges, that he is not ſtimulated by affection to royalty, 
but by hatred to the miniſter; his with, he ſays, is merely 
to worry, teaſe, and perplex, The Prince of Wales has only 


the chance of the iſſue being favorable to his cauſe; He i is 


merely a ſecondary conſideration, and rather the inſtrument 


of intentional miſchief in the hands of this quibbler, than 


e 
an object « of compaſſion, while the gentleman, anticipating 
with malignant joy, the confuſion that he fancies his labors 
will create, looks forwards to diſtinction and reward from 


a change in his Majeſty's councils—1 diſclaim all ſuch 
motives, and hold in equal contempt and abhorrence, all 


thoſe who have the guilt or folly to avow them—Thele are 


not times for diſſention, but UNION; and his Royal High- 
neſs will do well to reflect on the additional odium, diſgrace, 
and infamy, that will inevitably refult, from his following 
the pernicious and malignant councils of thoſe, who adviſe - 
him to proſecute his Maj-ſty, or rather the nation, for 
arrears of rents pretended to be due from the duehy of 
Cornwall, after he had authoriſed Mr. Anſtruther to de- 


Clare that © he 1would leave all matters, relative to his ga- 


bliſhment, and the payment of his debts, tothe wiſdom and dif- 
cretion of parliament, and that he deſired nothing more, than 
what the country might cordially be induced, to think, he ought 
to have At was in conſequerice of this apparent ſubmiſ⸗- : 
ſion to the pleaſure of the legiſlature, and which was pecu- : 


- .. larly due from his Royal Highneſs to the country, offended 


and irritated as it was by his extraordinary conduct, that an 

income was allotted, ſufficient! 7 large to provide for the pay- 
ment of his debts, and for his own domeſtic comfort; and 
- having obtained this munificent proviſion from the bounty 


of the nation, in conſequence of the aſſurance ſolemnly and 


- publicly giyen, of a perfect acquieſcence with, whateyer 
ſhould be granted, I will leave his Royal H ighneſs to judge 


ok the decency, the propriety, and reRitude of again vio- 


AT lating his promiſe, by making a demand on the public purſe 
fora ſum little ſhort of THREE HUNDRED THOU j 
SAND POUNDS! excluſive of intereſt accumulated dur- 
ing his minority, and which they pretend muſt alſo be paid. 
Is this the return that the counſellors of his Royal Highneſs 
adviſe him to __ to the generoſity and garn of his 
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country for having liberated him from e wantonly con- 
tracted a ſecond time ?—Is this the gratitude, with which he 
promiſed © 70 acquieſce with whatever the country might cor- 
dially be induced to think he ought to have,” and will ſuch. 
counſellors have the effrontery to contend, that they have 
the honor and intereſt of his Royal Highneſs at heart, when 
7 they recommend a meaſure, and ſtart a claim (without any 
colourable pretext either in equity or neceſſity; for the 
Prince is no longer embarraſſed with-debts) which in pri- 
'vate life would be conſidered as tantamount to ſwindling, 
and ſtamped as infamous? Have theſe men, ſo little regard 
for the honor of the Prince as to engage him to violate his 
word a THIRD TIME ?—Are they ſo little acquainted 
with his intereſts, and have they ſo little regard for his 
domeſtic happineſs, as to involve him in litigation with 
his father; or would they make his father only a pretext, 
to plunder the nation of near half a million, which, if it 
could be ſpared, would be much better applied in purchaſ- 
ing corn for a famiſhed peafantry, and averting the cala- 
mities to be apprehended from the ſcarcity with which the 
| country is unhappily afflicted, than in adminiſtering to the 
prodigality of Carleton Houſe, liberated as it is from all 
embarraſſment, its eſtabliſhments reduced, and having no 
longer either diſtreſs, or pecuniary difficulties, to urge in 
excuſe? Is it then decreed, that the Heir Apparent ſhall 
give his confidence to thoſe onl y, Who miſlead, or betray 


him, and have they the folly and impudence to imagine, 


that the nation will ſubmit to be the dupe, or victim, of 
their treachery or ignorance? Let the law luminary who 
is ſuppoſed to direct the counſels at Carleton Houſe, and 
the two gentlemen in the Houſe of Commons, to whom 
alone, his Royal H ighneſs confeſſes himſelf obliged, ſay if 
they dare, to what purpoſes this enormous ſum is intended 

to be applied. T he triumvirate is not very reſpectable, 


1 confels 3 but 3 as their nn might be on 
any other occaſion, on this it would be leſs liable to ſuſpi- 
cion, and perhaps entitled to credit, even againſt the ſtrong 
evidence of recorded falſeh6od. .. At all events, before the 
Prince of Wales can inſtitute with propriety or decency, 
any proceſs at law againſt the King, for the recovery of a 
ſum ſo enormouſly large, and for which, if awarded in his 


favor, the country may be called upon to advance, it is in⸗ 


cumbent on his Royal Highneſs to ſtate to the nation, the 
uſes to which it is meant to appropriate ſo conſiderable a 
portion of its wealth; and this declaration is the more ne- 
ceſſary, not only from his having obtained a very magniſi- 
cent eſtabliſhment, and complete emancipation from debt, 
but from his having pledged himſelf to remain perfectiiß 
, fatisfied with whatever Parliament will allow him. Thus 
bound to an acquieſcence, by an engagement too ſolemnly 
made, and too publicly given, to be violated with impunity, 
bis Royal Highneſs will do well to reflect on the advice 
| he has received, and to peremptorily reject the pernicious 
counſels of. men, whoſe element appears to be vexatious li- 
tigation, and who.can have no reſpect either for their Sove- 
93 reign, his ſon, or their country, by wiſhing to involve them 
in a proceſs at law, which can anſwer no other purpoſe, 
than to inſpire hatred: and diſtruſt, where mutual affection 
and confidence ought to exit, and to indiſpoſe them towards 
each other. An advocate for the Prince of another deſcrip- 
tion, enters theliſt; but inſtead of diſcuſſing the right and ex- 
pediencyof paying the debts of the Prince; inſtead of refuting 
the charge of a breach of promiſe, or juſtifying the violation 
ofa ſolemn engagement, contracted with the nation, thro ugh 
the medium of parliament, boldly declares that all ſuch con- 
fiderations are trifling and un-important, and even quiel- 
tiohs the loyalty. and good-manners of the man, who £ 
from a love of order and of equity, has condemned fo 


2 ped 


r 
Wanton and fo flagrant a departure from the maxims of 
policy and juſtice. The humanity of the judge who paſſes 
ſentence on. a convieted felon, may with equal propriety, 
be arraigned; and if hereditary, or acquired rank, is to give 
impunity to vice or folly, the equality of our laws is de- 
ſtroyech and legiſlation diſnonored. A third man of buck- 
ram, and a no leſs animated defender of his Royal High- 
_ offers his “ high. ſtation”? as a ſufficient- apology. 
x for the ſum total of all his tranſgreſſions, paſt, preſent and 
to come; this wholeſale dealer in right and wrong has 
however given me an opportunity to join iſſue with him 
on a queſt ion of conſiderable importance to the Prince, 
and of much greater to the nation, which my reſpect for 
5 both, will not allow me to neglect; the writer alluded to, 5 
acknowledges that .* whatever undermines. royalty and de. 
grades the lation of the Prince, delivers: up the flate f the. 
ſubject ta diſhonar and danger, if not to downfall:”* In this, 
I'maſt cordially agree, and thus agreed, I requeſt the favor 
of him to ſay, who it is that “ undermines royalty!“ thoſe 
Princes who degrade their ſtation by a groſs and unpar- 
donable licentiouſneſs, or the man who would awaken 
them to a ſenſe of their duty, and compel them to act like 
HONES'F MEN? If this queſtion had occurred to my 
opponent, I do not think, that he would have hazarded an 
aphoriſm that makes ſo · ſtrongly againſt him. Such advo- N 
cates are ſufficient to ruin a good cauſe, and I am ſure 
they cannot benefit a bad ane. 

The arguments of this gentleman in ſupport of his 
aſſertions, prove very little in favor, either of his capacity 
or principles, but they demonſtrate to a certainty, in whoſe. 
ſerviee he is enliſted: ſuch reaſaners.ſhould be taught better 
logie, and their employers better maxims.— They ſay, that 
to re prehend princes for their profuſion and debaucheries is 


' to © aſſaſſinate royalty ;” to expoſe the profligacy of that 
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oppoſition, 8 brought all oppoſidon, if not ints 
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= Let the meaſures of miniſters be canvaſſed with ne let them 
even be ſcrutinized with ſeverity: thoſe who mean well and act well, have 
nothing to fear from the exerciſe of a right, which is meant to check pre- 
ſumptuous 1 ignorance, and rrofligate ambition. It is their duty to ſubmit 
to precautions dictated by wiſdom, and juſtified by experience, for power 
will dazzle the firongeſt; and Corrupt the beſt diſpoſe minds; but let the 
_ juſtice that condemns negligence or abuſe, be as ready to. applaud deſert; let 
thoſe who inveſtigate the conduct of miniſters, prove by their candor and di- | 
cernment, the purity of thelr motives, and the importance of their functions; "ug 
they will then be conſidered as the extra-guardiangof our laws and liberties ; 2 
as honorary members of the government; whoſe proceedings they ſuperintend; 
and they will prevent by their example, as well as by their vigilance, the 
miſchiefs that might reſult from the guilt or imbecility of men, whom for- 
tune, not merit, may have raifed to ſituations for which nature never de- 
ſigned them. An oppoſition animated by ſuch motives, and adhering to ſuch - 
principles, is entitled by the courteſy of the conſtitution, not only to our 
eſteem, but toa portion of our confidence, and inſtances have occurred, where 
it has had claims to our gratitude. Such are the genuine features of an oppo- 
fition worthy of ſupport, and which can alone correct tho blunders of weak, 
and counteract the deſigns of corrupt miniſters. When men deſcend tothe mi- 
ſerable expedient of ſeeking, through the mediumof clubs, taverns, and field- | 
meetings, a popularity as diſreputable as it is tranſitory and precarious hen 744 
they declaim, with as little decency as truth, on their own virtues, and the ; 
vices of miniſters ;—when, under the pretence of commemorating an elee - 
tion· triumph, they aſſemble a promiſcuous multitude to hear fulſome and 
preconcerted panegyrics, rehearſed by each other in rotation, on the purity 
of each other's motives, and the ſplendor of each other's talents, we expect 
no good from their efforts, and only queſtion the truth of eulogiums which 
are pronounced by thoſe, who are the objects of them; but when, Uke wary 
gameſters, they watch for the moment of inebriety, when the intelleQs of 
their companions are debilitated by wine, and their judgments are as palſied 
as their hands, to ſeduce them into an unqualified applauſe of every paſts. 
and a ſolemn promiſe of ſupport, to every future enterpriſe, the miſchief 5. 
they intend us is no longer problematical, and we are inſenfibly put on our 
guard by the very means they employ to ſurpriſe us; we then perceive he N 
it is no longer that dignified oppoſition, which would be at once the boaſt 5 
and 2 of the, Britiſh CINE but A faction whoſe object is fo 415 
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e 1 is eld it is not 
my diſaffection to the throne, but to Mr. Fox and his 
friends, that has given offence; my loyalty to the Sove- 

» feign/ would not have been queſtioned, but for my hoſti- 
lity to thoſe who endeayour to perplex the meaſures of his 

. * «government, with a view to force themſelves into his 

Councils, and uſurp the adminiſtration of affairs; it is not 

an affection for the Prince of Wales, or for Royalty, or for 

the Cauſe of Monarchy, that has provoked all this calumny 

* and miſrepreſentation, but deſpair at che little proſpect of 
that party, ever being admitted again into power, which 

has entailed diſgrace on all parties; it is in fact the miſe- 
rable effort of a faction, degraded, ſcattered and deſpiſed; 


to regain that credit with the Nation, which the honor, 25 


er dignity, and independence of the empire required ſhould 
be totally and irrevocably withdrawn.—His Royal High- 
neſs. on this occaſion is nothing more than the ſtalking 

| horſe of men who having formerly made him the inſtru- 
ment of their ambition, would now, if they dare, notwith- 
ſtanding he has ſpurned them, unite and make common 
cauſe with him for their mutual redemption. This left- 


handed champion for the Pri ince, appears to be as ill in- 


formed, of my ſituation and purſuits in life, as he is inac- 
curate in his concluſions, or he would not have accuſed me 
; : of being, « the minion of the miniſter, or of having. 4 400. Zu 
10 ſubvert the monarchy” —My language and ſentiments 
ſhould exempt me from ſuch, reproaches, and the public 
opinion i is decidedly i in my favour, when I aſſert, that mo- 
marchy and nobility, have much more to > apprehend f from 


* * 


5 7 
tain power by any means, however abject, and on any terms, however atrocious z 
and which aſſumes the maſk of public virtue, with a view to impoſe on thoſe - 
who conſider profeſſions as demonſtrations, and aſſertions as facts 
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the king of Prince than' from the bens 


efforts of thoſe whoſe object it is to throw the country 
into confuſion. 4 


— . | 


_ temerity to advance ſuch charges againſt a pamphlet every 
line of which pleads loudly in favor of that conſtitution, to 
which I have been attached from my infancy, with which I 
am reſolved to ſtand or fall, and in defence of which, J will 
ever come forward, whether its exiſtence is endangered by 


indiſeretton or turpitude i in the Royal Family; by the cla- 


mors of party; the incapacity of miniſters; or the ſeditious 
attempts of pennyleſs and unprincipled i incendiaries. The 


| IF loyalty of an Engliſhman i is due to the laws and conſtitu- 


7 tion of his country, not to individuals, and until thoſe laws 


and that conſtitution authoriſe a wanton violation of de- 
| cency and right, he is not only juſtified, but called upon by 


the intereſt which he has in their preſervation, to detect, ex- 


. poſe, and puniſh whatever tends to bring either, into hazard 
or diſrepute. With reſpect to my purſuits in life, I have 


| nothing to hope, and certainly nothing to fear, from the 


_ favor, or the anger, of thoſe, who are the objects of this re- 


« monſtrance: my mind, prepared for the worlt, has no- 


ching to apprehend from the events of theſe ſtrange, diſ- 


_ jointed times; and to whatever ſum, an income, competent 
to the ſimplicity of my life and manners, may be hereafter 
reduced, I am reſolved to live within it—lt i is the barrier 


to my independence; "and independence, it is well known, , 
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1 was generally reported on the 1ſt ult. that a 
meſſage of a conciliatory nature would be ſent by the Prince 
of Wales to the. Houſe of Commons, the chief object of 
which was to allay the ſtrong ferment which a meſſage 
from. the king had excited throughout the country, and 
which could not poſſibly have had any other effect than 
that of indiſpoſing the public mind againſt his Royal High- 5 
neſs and againſt Monarchy, The forgiving temper of the 
nation will always incline it to receive with equal pleaſure 
and alacrity, any thing i in the ſhape of an apology, and 
when the magnitude of the affront, that had been offered, 
and the principle in which it moſt probably originated, are 
conſidered, i it was ſurely reaſonable to expect that an atone- 
ment proportioned to the inſult would have been made,— 


5 Hence the full credit that was inſtantly given to the report, 


and (diſdaining to inveſtigate motives) what evidently reſult- 

: ed from fear, was generouſly aſſigned to contrition, If this 
well grounded expectation had been realiſed, the ill humor. 
| provoked by inſolence and inj juſtice, would have ſubſided, 
and the odium which eclipſes his Royal Highneſs, to a 
darkneſs worſe than total, would have been removed, but 
our hopes were no ſooner raiſed than they were deſtroyed, 
and the deluſion became evident to all, but thoſe who had 
A legal right to defeat and * it. The e had 
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it was delivered, which being natural to the manners of the 
man, the merit, if any, is trifling, and belongs en- 
tirely to Mr. Anſtruther. FPhis gentleman, it ſeems, was 
authoriſed to inform the Houſe of Commons that « the 101% 
of his Royal Highneſs on the occaſion was: entirely ta conſult | 
-  thewiſcom of Parliament; that he deſired nothing but what 
the country might cordially be induced to think he ought ta © 
have; and finally that he left all matters relative to the regu- 
lation of his eftabliſhment and the payment of | his debts, to the 
wiſdom and di iſcretion of Parliament.” If theſe are to be 


bh conſidered as words, of courſe, like -« honorable, ad... right | 


honorable,” « illuftrious,”” © noble,” and many others of 
the ſame deſcription, I have no objection to their obtaining 7 
that currency which the ridiculous and dangerous refine- 
ment of the times has unhappily giyen to perverted lan- 
guage; Iam too feeble” to ſtem this torrent of fraud alone, 
yet inadequate as my ſtrength may be to reſiſt its force, I 
will make the effort, and ! it to the prudence and virtue 


9 my country to ſuccour, or abandon me—but if thefe* 
words are to be received agreeable to their common ithport, | 


and in che only ſenſe in which they are intelligible to men 
of ſober and correct minds, I: deny that they afford the moſt 
_ diſtant proof c of either condeſcenſion, ſhame, remorſe, Hhumi-' : 
'- lation, or juſtice. It is publicly reported, that council is 
retained: to proſecute the claim of his Royal Hi bneſs to 
the arrears of rent for the Duchy of Cornwall. | Thoſe? 
who adviſe ſuch a prolecution, : are not aware of the/conſe-- 

qu vences that may reſult from fuch a meaſüre, while 
| ſober, well diſpoſed. men, without” eatmining the breach” 
of faith” to the country in the firſt inſtance, may be tempt⸗ . 

ed to aſk for WHAT PURPOSE che nation is to be 
drained of near half a million of its property, after” having 


provided for the payment of his e and aletrd bin | 


FA 6. + 3. 


6 6 5/6 


2 eſtablihment equal to molt Sovericghs Fides on the 
Continent? His Royal Highneſs, thus amply provided A 
and thus exonerated a ſecond time from embarraſſments, can 
have no juſtifiable motive for taking a ſum ſo es y 
large from the country, and it may well be aſked, of thoſe 
who'have the criminal indiſcretion to council A meaſure ſo 
diſreputable to the Prince, if one of the uſes to which that 
money is to be applied, is for the formation and maintenance 

of that party, which they have the folly and indecency to 
aſſert will next year effect, under Royal Patronage, a change 


in his Maj eſty's councils? Tf fo, the country has an obliga- | 


tion to their effortswhichwas never intended, and may thank 
them for putting it on its guard, by the diſcovery of a deſign 
which proves their talent at invention to be infinitely ſu- 
perior to their capacity for execution. I really do not diſ- 
cover any extraordinary for bearance, in ſubmitting to forms, | 
which cannot be violated without imminent perſonal riſque, _ 
nor is the promiſed acquieſcence with whatever eſtabliſh- 
ment the wiſdom and diſcretion of Parliament ſhall preſcribe, 
entitled to much admiration, when we reflect on the impoſ- 
fibility of obtaining it by any other means. I really do not 
perceive any great condeſeenſion, in agreeing to accept as a 
favor, what it was very well known, would never have 
been granted on any other condition, nor can I diſcover 
any thing very moderate, or conciliatory in a demand for SE< 
VEN HUNDRED THOUSAND POUNDS, which 
leaves only to thoſe who are to advance a ſum molt ſhame- 
fully enormous, the mode by which it is to be raiſed, much 
leſs does it eſtabliſh his claim to our confidence or forgive- 
nels, of that, which has diffuſed a very ſerious and general 
alarm throughout the whole country. What is it in 
fact, but the Hiſtory of the Sturdy Beggar, who, finding 
it more convenient to receive as a hon, what he would 
hae exacted by force as a right, makes a merit of the con- 
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ceffion, and laughs: at us while he wrongs us? Surely the 
nation has a claim to better treatment; nor does it redound 
to the honor of the Prince, that he ſhould owe more to che 
compaſſion and generoſity of the country, than it has ever 
received from his juſtice or diſcretion. To be ſo indebted, 
is a mendicity of the worſt and moſt odious deſcription. | It = 
is full time his Royal Highneſs ſhould know that, every 
man in ſociety has duties to fulfil, and obligations to diſ. 
charge; there is no truth more evident, and the Sovereign 
and his family haye more of both, than any other deſcription 
of people: Their reſtraints are neceſſarily greater, for 
_ excluſive. of that reſpect and obedience, which they owe 
in common to the laws, it is incumbent on them to giye 
good example, and to diſcountenance by the purity of their 
manners in public and in private, every appearance of 
vice and intemperance— nor is this ſobriety of conduct 
or this ſacrifice (if it ſhould. be deemed ſuch) required, 
without an equivalent, and an equiyalent of fo honorah]e, 
o captivating, and ſo. bewitching a nature, as iq reflect 
| Hittle credit on the principles and taſte of thoſe. who can 
Might or withſtand. it. It is an equivalent of ſo rich and 
ſplendid a quality, has: it appears to eyery good mind, 
ſufficient to tempt vice to be virtuous, and en. avarice to 
be generous .I do not allude to the muniffe | 
which ſupports the pageantry, and rewards 5 r 
decorum of 'majeſty, but to that ſpecies of ,xecompenſe, 
which is leſs fluctuating in value, and leſs periſhable in its 
nature; I allude to that ſpecies. of compendation. which ex- 
cceds all eſtimate, and which is as permanent, as I feel it 
to be glorious. I mean the love, and adoration of he 
= with country; 1 mean chat warm, and exhilerating inte- 
_ reſt which an entire people always talee, in theifalicity, of 
hoſe, who. dgenve their aifection, and whoſe plaudits deſ-. | 
nding to the lateſt poſterity, confer at once, both happi- | 


neſs and fame! IT theſe virtuous and ciliary precepts had 
been inſtilled into the mind of the Prince and of his bro- 
thers, they would not have to lament in the very prime of 
manhood, their preſent humbled and degraded ſituation, but 
their infancy and earlier years have been ſhamefully, neg- 
lected, and corrupt habits and corrupt exam ple, having com- 
- pleated, what commenced in a faulty and vicious education, 
ve find the eldeſt of them coming forward; and claiming 
not only exemption from all the wholeſome reſtraints of ceco- 
- nomy and temperance, but reward for having violated them, 
and for having failed in gratitude, duty, and reſpect to 
"thoſe who contribute to his magnificence—for what other 
interpretation can honeſtl y be given to the appli cation 
which has been made to Parliament in 1795, to diſcharge | 
- debts amounting: to- quadruple the ſum that was paid in 
1787, under a folemin' aſfurance, that no future demand 
ſhould be made on the exhauſted bounty of the nation 
Wbat elſe is the offer to. ſubmit to thewiſdom of Parliament _ 
the mode: for liquidating his debts,” but a tacit denial of 
any right on his part to provide for them; and if he had 
ever conſidered himſelf obliged to diſcharge them, would 
he have contracted them? I do not know, if the reading 
of the Prince of Wales has ever extended to natural hiſ- 
- tory, but I find in the conduct of the cuckoo, ſomething _ 
that appears to have ſuggeſted to his Royal Highneſs the 
idea of leaving to others, the taſk of providing for his 
incumbrances; if this ſhould be the fact, there may be 
ſome ingenuity in the contrivance, but Lam ſure it argues 
little policy and leſs rectitude, and though ſome of thoſe 
c _ who e to have gangs his 1 ( a ) oy have 
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\ (s) The capacity. of h Mr. Sheridan to give 3 cannot well be diſput- 
1 He has been long enough in the ſchool of adverſity, to have acquired 
_ very competent ideas of discretion, and he i is certainly of an age to practice 


"CM. 


eu Hatred, he. trick, by. their example, yet if Pars 
credit is due to their SR their. advice was dare, 
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e what he — W without Scaring the . of 8 i 
It is unimportant, however, to inquire into the extent of the influence and 
ies which that gentleman declares he formerly poſſeſſed 3 at Carle- 
ton Houſe—Neor is it very relative to the queſtion before us, to inquire 
if the advice which he ' acknowledges he gave to the Heir Apparent 
was ſalutary or pernicjous—If it was the former, we ate authoriſed to aſſert _ 
from the conduct of the Prince, that the influence of the gentleman over 
the ming of his Royal Pupil was not ſo extenſive as he inſinuated; and if it 
Vas of the latter deſcription, we have equally to loment that his Royal High- 
neſs had fuch a Tutor, and was ſo apt a ſcholar—-l am not of a temper to do 
. Intentional. wrong, nor do 1 think it juſtifiable to hold out a ftring of inter- 
 rogatories, for the purpoſe of queſtioning a man; until his guilt 3 is diſcovered, * 

| Mr. Sheridan declares that he always gave good council to the Prince, 
und we are bound to believe him until we are fully aſſured to the cbntrar - 

Truſting therefore to his honor for the veracity. of the aſſertion, and admit- 

ting that he was fully in the confidence of his Royal Highneſs, as he ſays 

: he was, it may not be improper to aſk him by whoſe advice the Heir Ap- 
"patent was prevailed. upon at the time of tlie Regency: to facrifice the dig- | 

"nity of rank, and in ſome degree his honor, by becbming the Proprietor of a 

Nies Paper? This tranſaction accompanied as it is by circumſtances: of 

7 meanneſs and atrocity, which could only have reſulted from the moſt artful 

and malignant councils is upon record The names of thoſe who are anſwer- 

üble for the punctual payment of the arinuity can be Produced— The ſunr 
paid down on the aſſignment of the Morning Poſt is na ſecret; and ſufficient 
evidence were it neceſſary; can be produced to prove that the treaſury, might 
| have had the Paper if it had thought proper to outbid his Royal, Highneſs. 
Situated as Mr. Sheridan was at the epoch alluded to; in habits of afar 
Intercourſe with the Heir Apparent, and in his confidence and ſecrets as he 
declares himſelf to have been, it is impoſſible: that the adviſer of chis not able 0 

erxpediient could have been untnoron to him, and he owes It to hat country in 
| general, and to his conſtituents at Stafford in particular, to reveal the names 
of the gentlemen, Who, at this period, propoſed that SIXTY THOUSAND 

5 POUNDS,. ſhould be devoted to the. a of . a decided ine. 5 
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that os would Jaws hoon e wh; a liberatity W i ane with the. 
magnificence of their intended Proprietor, and with his known bees 
Wo the value of the I bought, and dof _ 2 _ for It—We hen ſtats. 
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and as it lied to check a paſſion for addi) defects in 
preference to perfection, it ought to have been followed. 
His Royal Highneſs in that caſe, would have had leſs 
reaſon to regret the intimacies to which he admitted thefs 
men, and the nation leſs cauſe to ee thelp en 
and effrontery ? ; 
The ſhameful debt which has 1 the nation even 
to > madneſs, 1 would moſt ene never have been en- 
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| gentleman who is 50 perfectiy acquainted with the nature and influence of 

dur Public Prints, and who owes 80 very much of his reputation to their 
indefatigable induſtry I will aſk, if even-his powers are capable tb calculate - 
the extent of thut force, and the conſequences of that superiority Which | 
.T WELVE NEWSPAPERS i in the ſervice and pay of Carleton Houſe wow: 
| have given to the Printe, and his Abettors over the regular Government; 
when Majeſty, in an eclipſe; left it with no other ſupport than its virtue 
and intrepidity PT will not-aſk from what fund that ſum was to have been 
furniſhed, nor how much of the preſent debt was incurred in feaſting and 
bribing the deſpicable apoſtates in buth Houſes of Parliament; ſome of wRon 2 
had solemnly pledged themselves to the miniſter to support the only meas . 
ſures which could preser ve the Crown on the head of their Sovereign, _ 
their country, from a Banditti of Bankrupts ! Neither will I comment on the 
tank and vicious fertility of that mind; which suggeſted the expedient by 
which the Government of the country was to have been wreſted from those 
to whom the King had delegated it, and who alone could legally have di- 
- veſted them of it—The faction thus entrenched, and in a manner secured 
trom all animadverſion, might have abused or perverted the powers of Goe 
vernment with impunity, while:the people, debarred, with their own money, | 
from the accuſtomed channels of free and impartial information, would have 
contributed to the fraud that robbed them in the firſt inſtance of their pro- 
perty, and in the second; of that conſtitutional check, aud control, which 
affords them perhaps the beſt, and moſt effeQual security againit despotisnmn 
Whenever time ſhall reveal the items of this ſcandalous account, which, Par- 
liament is called upon to discharge in the groſs, poſterity may poſſibly be 
informed who they were that. gaye bad advice, and bad. example to the 
| deluded, ruined; and hapleſs object of this address The present generation 
Yeprived of the means of ample information, is not only required to take 
aſſertions upon truſt, but to\believe them againſt the ſtrong . 
pearancet, and en ſtronger deſtimony of 3 its senses 

M 
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tracted, and the friends of his Royal H Abe would have, 
been relieved from the laborious: taſk of urging the ne- 


ceſſity of ſomething like a ſubmiſſion on his part, to the 


pleature of parliament, and. which, from the circumſtance 


of its having been made a fortnight after the application, | 


_ authorizes an opinion, that it was rather a meaſure of ne 
_ ctffity than of choice. This meſſage, announced with ſo 


much art and induſtry to be of a conciliatory nature, af- 
forded an admirable pretext to many who have intereſts de- 


tached from thoſe of their conſtituents, to act not only in 
direct violation of the truſt repoſed in them; but to the 
ſentiments chat many of them avowed out of parliament, 

when the nation ſurpriſed by a ſecond demand on its abuſed 
generoſity; was equally offended by the breach of faith, and 
at the juggle, by which the payment of the debts and an 
increaſed. eſtablifhment, were "artfully coupled together. 
I converſed at the time, with men of different parties in 


the Houſe of Commons, all of whom, either | mented 
chat the ſubject ſhould have been brought forward, or 


they execrated the indecency of making ſuch a requeſt; - 


While all of them entertained the fame opinion reſpecting 
the conduct of his Royal Highneſs, and the principles from 


which that conduct has reſulted! —They all agreed that | 
« the nation ought not to have ALY 11 25 ales an a, 


that's it was not bound to pay them . 
Tue former of theſe opinions was univerka, and the 
3 that aroſe on the latter, was more from motives 


of compaſſion, than from a conviction that the Prince of 
e bad a 5 to en, Pen to diſcharge his 


deb 22 7 b We” op MT + e 
gs theſe opinions, 40 "antverti y acknowledged, and be 


1 incontrovertibly true, it was reaſonble to expect, that 


| ta ho rea ace, oni have: ace in con 
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mity to their 1 and cefited every attempt to 
engage parliament 1 in a meaſure, from which diſgrace to the 
Prince and diſhonor to themſelves, with perhaps much 
ultimate and ſerious wiſchief to the country, would enſue. 
But many of the men who held the language of truth out of 
parliament, contradicted their profeſſions, and ſome of them 
their promiſes, by the vote they gave on the firſt inſtant, 
and connived at the deluſion, by which the country, preſſed 
and overwhelmed as it is with ork is to be. failed, inn 


— 


8 0 a man, who: has failed in. the moſt Ml Ended of | 
his engagements, and whoſe rank and affinity to the throne 3 
are oppoſed to the numberleſs well- founded charges that 
have, been brou; gut, x not only againſt his diſcreton, but 
againſt | his probity. | 
Lo this ſcandalous each: 855 faith to 1 nation no 
anſwer was made; — no apology w was offered! * The ſilence 
obſerved upon the occaſion, was a tacit. acknowledgment 
of guilt, and they have left him to account for the F *ALSE- 
HOOD, with * he has abuſed 8 credulity of the 
| nation... 3 : =o 
To the 1 af indiſcretion; t to the 3 
charges of ſhameful and aggrayated miſconduR, nothing 
was. oppoſed, but a pretended. « « neceſſi ty for ſupporting the 
dignity hig illuſtrious rank, and the ſplendor of the HEIR 

APPARENT” as if the accident of bitch could (among 

beings calling themſelves ratitnal) atonc for a a deficiency 

of talents and of rectitude! Fa 
It was in vain that the few, who felt fr the Age of 

liament ; ; for the quiet of their count! 75 for the wounded 
honor of the Prince; 3 and zbove all, for the intereſts of a 
loyal and generous peopie, curbed to A premature impo- 
tence by the preſfure of accumulating taxes, urged the inde- 


cency of T his * Hi 8 branded to RON. 
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fity on the journals of the Hyuſe of Commons, as a LIAR ! 
It was in vain that they beſeeched parliament to PAUSE! 
and ſeriouſly contemplare the ruin that might ultimately 
enſue to the country and the Royal Family, by ſanctioning 
the prodigality which impoveriſhed the former, and diſ- 
honored the latter; their honeſt voice was ſtifled by the. 
profligacy of their opponents, and the nation muſt unfor- 
tunately abide by the conſequences] It is the duty of 
thoſe who call themſelyes the friends of his Royal Highs 
- neſs, and who would deſerve his confidence, to reſcue him 
from a ſtigma fo indelible. As an individual, intereſted 
in the preſeryation of the conſtitution, and anxious that 
the honor of all the branches of the Royal Family ſhould 
de preſeryed unſullied, I cannot expreſs in too ſtrong lan- 
guage my apprehenſion, that much diſreſpect to the heir ap- 
parent, and much danger to the kingdom will enſue, if par- 
huament ſhould charge itſelf with the payment of debts, of 
which it ought not to take cognizance, and which by their 


interference, will be acknowledging in direct terms to the 


world, that the Prince of Wales, their probably future ſove- 
| reign, is not fit to be truſted! Imprudent as he has acted, 
it would pain me to behold him fettered in private matters, 
| which however they may import the moral character of the 
man, do not, and ought not, to fall within the juriſdiction 
of parliament, The line of conduct. for the Houſe of 
Commons to adopt, is very obyious, and cannot be miſ- 
taken, if its pride or purity ſhould happily bear any affinity 
to the character that it ought to poſſeſs in the country. 
It is in its power to reſcue itſolf from the odium it inherits, 
from the known fervility and diſgraceful venality of former 
5 parliaments; the opportunity is certainly favourable; it 
is not yet too late, nor can it be too often repeated, or 
too vehemently urged, that the future quiet of the empire 
abſolutely depends on the degree of F With e 


— —— —＋— 


6 


theſe who are deputed by the nation, to conduct its can - 
Derns, diſcharge the truſt repoſed. in en 
They are unexpectedly, and in ſome meaſure, Res 
exlled upon, for a ſum of money, their proportion of which, 
compared to that of their conſtituents, will be very ſmall 
indeed, and this application for a portion of the public 
wealth, is made at a moment, when the country is in a 
ferment, and engaged in a war, the iſſue of which, 
is extremely doubtful, and which, if unfortunate, may 
lead to the-greateſt, and moſt dreadful of all calamities— 
2 RE VOLUTION! It is needleſs to dwell on 
the ſhaineful indecency of ſuch an application; thoſe 
who are capable of making a fair eſtimate of the dif- 
ferent pretenſions of mankind to honors and rewards, will 
acknowledge, that it is nonſenſe or ſomething worle, to 
plead the rank of the indiyidual on this occaſion, in juſti- 
_ fication of the demand, and by their deciſion I am content 
to abide. The object of this ſecond Poſtſcript is to warn 
: Parliament, while it has yet the power to oppoſe its irre- 
vocable fiat, of the alarm and deſpondency which their 


compliance will occaſion throughout the Britiſh empire n 


wiſh to fore warn Parliament of the diſhonor it will entail on 
_ itſelf, and of the hazard to which it will | expoſe the nation, 


by the.recognition of debts, which it cannot deſcend to no- ; 


tice, conſiſtent with its dignity and the juſtice that it owes 


do the country;—my intention is not to degrade, but to 


_ exalt Parliament in the public opinion: my object is to en- 
ſure it chat reſpec, eſteem, and veneration, to which it is 
entitled by the courtſey of the conſtitution, and to behold it, 
What it is ſuppoſed and ever ought, to be; the ſecurity of 


the people againſt fraud and oppreſſion their refuge 
from deſpondency! I wiſh it to be conſidered and beloved 


as an efficient barrier, and our beſt ſafeguard againſt every 
ſpecies of encroachment on the part of the crown; as the 
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only power to which it may be TOE AN to reſort for pro- 
- tection or redreſs in the /aft inſtance, and the only power, by 
which regal licentiouſneſs is to be curbed, or its delinquency 
puniſhed. In a word, that the truſt repoſed i in it may be 
executed with that firmneſs and integrity, which ought to 
characteriſe the ſenate of a free people, and which can alone 
"enſure happineſs and liberty to them and to their poſterity, 
It is under the fulleſt conviction that the legal authority of 
Parliament is competent to all theſe important purpoſes, and | 
that a confidence in its force, purity, and vigilance, can 
alone preferve its credit and ſtability, I aſſert it would 
Have been wWiſdom, as well as juſtice i in the Houſe of Com 
; mons to have only noticed that part of the meſſage from tbe 
' throne, which related to an eftabliſament for the Heir Ap- * 
parent —It was the only line of conduct for the repreſenta- 
tives of the people to have adopted, and the reproof to 
majeſty would have been the ſtronger and more dignified | 
by being SILENT! It is impoflible but the King muſt _ 
have been appriſed of the conſequenees that would reſult 
from an application to Parliament to diſcharge the debts | 
of the Prince of Wales, after the aſſurance that had been 
given in 1787, that no ſuch application would in future be 
made The danger of ſuch' a meaſure muſt certainly have 
been ſuggeſted to his majeſty A filence on a matter ſo con- 
nected with his dignity and the quiet of the country, would 
have been criminal in the extreme, and J cannot think ſo N 
ill of the confidential ſervants of the crown, and of the chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer'ir in particular, as to believe hem 
. as of ſo groſs and unpardoieble an omiffion—Mr. Pitt, 
pledged in ſome degree for the obſervance of the promiſt, 
(by having been the bearer of the former meſſage) Was 
more, than any other member of the Cabinet, called upon | 
to ſtate to his Royal Maſter, that the ſecond meſſage was no 
delt . to his honor, WET it was e to Pat- 3 
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liament and the nation, and that 9 com pelled. by. the, 


* 11114. 


fituation he held to deliver the meliage, he could not Mr, 
chiefs that might reſult from i . | 59 

That ſuch a repreſentation was 1 cannot wen be 
doubtedIt would have been a breach of duty to the 80. 
vereign, to the country and himſelf, not to have done it, 
and having \ done it, the Fiction i in aw which We have bi- 5 
aunihilated. Tt 

”F will pals « over the indecency Fr. embarraſling the per- 
ſons intruſted with the executive Government, with | 
queſtions of domeſtic | finance, with which the public baue . 


no concern; neither will I comment on the imprudence 
which reduced the Chancellor | of the Exchequer to, the, 


„ 


unreaſonable i in point of fact, arid certainly injucicions with 
reſpect t to time; or, of reſigning, at the moſt critical period 
of a war, the moſt hazardous and moſt important in which 
Great Britain was ever engaged. "Thoſe 1 who are diſpoſed | 
to cenſure the miniſter "Sg the election he has made, may 
not perhaps have ſufficiently weighed i in their own minds 
the very imminent riſque which would probably enſi ue from 
a change in his Majeſty” s councils, in the middle of a cam 
paign, on the iſſue of which the proſperity and independance 
of the country depend? I do not propoſe this queſtion ex- 
| cluſively- to thoſe, who are of opinion that his Majeſty: fail- 
ed in that reſpect which he owes to his own character, 
when he failed i in the promiſe which he gave to the nation 
in 1787, but to. people of every rank and deſcription, Who 
have judgment to diſcriminate, and candor to decide; of 
theſe I will aſk, whether it would have been juſtifiable i in 
| che Chancellor of the Exchequer, circumftanced as the 
3 is at this aweful * to have expoſed (which 
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he would have done by his ehgidan)! 45 regie 
he has made, his plans for offenſive and defenſive opera- 
tions, the diſtribution of the national foree and refources, i 
and the whole © of His moſt ſecret meaſures and engagements, | 
to men (the probable ſucceſſors of himfelf and his col- 
leagues) who have been i in the conſtant habit of oppoſing | 
every meaſure of the crown, and who might from Tang} . | 
perſonal pique, and a variety of other motives, change, or 
neglect to proſecute with vigor, meaſures reſolved upon, 
and refuſe to ratify or execute engagements entered into 
with foreign princes? If there is riſk or impropriety in 
communicating the meaſures of the cabinet to thoſe who 
oppoſe, and would perhaps gladly counteract them; that 
riſk, and that impropriety, would certainly become greater | 
by inveſting them with the * to cancel WAS they __ : 
- approve, _ 
The part vlierefore which Mr. pit bad to take; when 
Majeſty had impoſed upon him the ungracious taſ of 
communicating the meſſage which has created ſuch uni- 
verſal diſguſt and alarm, was obvious; he had no alterna- 
tive but that of ſubmiſſion, or of endangering the ſafety of 
the empire; and thus circumſtanced, it was incumbent on 
the Houſe of Commons to have relieved him from the 
mortification of palliating, what cannot be defended, by re- 
ferring his Majeſty to his meſſage in 1787, for an anſwer 
to that part of his meſſage in 1795, which relates to the 
payment of the Prince of Wales's debts. Colonel Stanley; 
very much to his honor, pointed this out, on the very day 
that the queſtion was agitated; he very properly called upon 
the clerk to read from the journals, the meſſage which ought 
to have influenced their proceedings, and by which alone 
they ought to haye been governed, Sir Geo. Shuckburgh(( a is 
Sir. Will. Young, Mr. H. Duncombe (20, Mr. Grey, Mr. 
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) 4 is fad that a number of gentlemen, as independent intheir minds, 
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3 would have had infinite obligations | to the afforiation.” 
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| Sturt, and a few others, took the ſame line as the gentleman 


who moved for a call of the houſe, and if dome of thoſe 


' Who profeſſed ſimilar principles; to the author of this pam- | 


phlet, had held the ſame manly language in parliament, 
that they beld out of it, they would have a much better 
claim to the ſuffrages of their conſticuents at the next gene 
ral election, than their conduct entitles them to at pre- 
5 = they would haye ſaved by their conſiſtency in ſome 
* ſort, the honor of the Prince and their ownz they haye 
brought both into queſtion, and expoſed parliament to ſuſ- 
picions incompatible with its credit and dignity. It is im- 
Poſſible chat thoſe gentlemen can have erred through igno- 
rance; ayerſe as ] I am to conferring the ↄffice of legiſlator 
on ideots, I would gladly avail myſelf of the plea of imbe= 
cillity to excuſe a conduct, which I am afraid has Jain the 
foundation of much Future miſery to the Prince, and of 
much ſerious miſchief to the country; but to whateyer 
motives this conguct may be attributed, I feel aſſured that 
not one of thoſe, who admitted the queſtion of the debts to 
be diſcuſſed, were aware of the numberleſs difficulties in 
Wich it would involve them; it did not oceur to them 
1 5 perhaps, that by agreeing to pay thoſe debts, either by a 


ſium for the ſpecific purpoſe, or by the juggle of an extra- 


vagant eſtabliſhment, beyond the fair claim of any Prince of 


1 ae and b c more than the 0-1 in queſ- 
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| W are 9 to be in their fortunes, flats i Waghornes, to diſcuſs | 
the moſt effectual means of giving adecided negative to the queſtion of debt. 
This meeting made up in character, what it wanted i in numbers, and if the 


2 chairman, Mr. Powys, had men more firmneſs and e the country 

. 

| (5) The advice of this gentleman had much Intrinſic value in it. There 

Was eloquence, as well as truth in the good council he offered. Retirement 

. Ss indeed the nurſe of refletion,” and f tuch a nurſe as his Royal Highneſs will 
do well to confult, notwithſtanding the advantages he may have Jerived 


. u, > eh admonitions oF Mr: Sheridan. 
N | | 
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tion deſerves, that they would find themſelves redired to 
| the neceſſity ( in order to prevent the repetition of ſuch * | 
| plications) to come to ſome vote, or to frame ſome bill, on 
- which the nation could better rely, n on the wn of 
| 110 Majeſty, or his ſon. 4 
It did not occur to them perhaps, r g a ne- 
ceſſity in parliament to pay thoſe debts, they declared his 
Royal Highneſs inſolvent, while by reſerving an annual 
ſum for the payment of thoſe debts, they virtually declared 
him unſit to manage his own concerns; the firſt meaſure 
is neither more nor leſs than a ſtatute of bankruptcy; ; the 
| ſecond amounts to a ſtatute of lunacy: and thus branded, 
marked, and ſtained by the legiſlature, the Heir Apparent 
to the Britiſh throne is diſmiſſed, bound and fettered, not 
7 only as an infant, unfit to be truſted on the ſcore of imbe- 
" Eility, but as a perſon Who, er violated lis Ty is 
unworthy of confidence. 


The Houſe of Commons could ok aw with | 


- their duty, have aQed otherwiſe, after having taken upon 
themſelves to make a proyiſion for his debts, but they 
might have foreſeen the dilemma in which ſuch a meaſure 


would involye them, and have avoided it: they might have 


perceived the ſtrong arguments it would furniſh, not only 
to thoſe who are diſaffected to monarchy, but to thoſe 
- who think that the intellects of men ought to bear ſome 
proportion to the offices which they hold in ſociety, and that 
their rectitude ſnould be equal to the truſt repoſed in them. 

Iftheſe reflections had occurred to thoſe gentlemen who were 


moſt activ ve, and who pretend to be moſt attached tothe Prince, 


I. do not believe that they would have expoſed him to the 
2 chance of having his ſucceſſion diſputed, or have given the 
numerous enemies of royalty, diſperſed throughout the coun- 

try, an opportunity of aſking, with an inſolent air of triumph, 


5 


tos) 


if a man convicted of a breach of promiſe, and ſo branded 
by parliament, is 2 proper object to ſucceed to the throne 
of his anceſtors? . Queſtions of this nature, and which 


_ unfortunately anſwer . themſelves, ſhould. be avoided. I 
really foreſee much ſerious calamity to the country, if par- 
liament ſhould take upon themſelves the payment of 
debts, which it was no leſs imprudent te have made a ſub- 


ject of enen, chan it was : nn to have con- 


tracted. 


It is impoſſible 60 the e of the 1 to 


 ablerve too much caution, or to be too careful that their 
meaſures do not afford a pretext to thoſe whole vigilence 


is ever on the watch to degrade the legiſlature in the public 


ming, and deprive it of that confidence on which the peace, 


ſecurity, and ſtability of the government depend. Sedition 
derives leſs force from reaſon than from numbers; but | 


when argument is added to the latter, its ſtrength is invin- 
cible. Thoſe who are entruſted with the adminiſtration of 


public affairs will do well to give this truth the attention it 


deſerves. There is ſecurity in it. They will find it con- 


tains an antidote to the poiſon which bas been difleminaced 


- throughout the country, and they will prevent by prudence, 
what they may find very difficult to ſuppreſs by violence. 
Theſe are not times to play with the paſſions, or to irritate 
che minds of men: the queſtion before parliament derives 
its importance more from the circumſtances of the mo- 
ment, and the mode and manner with which it has been 


brought forwards, than from its own intrinſic weight; ſtrip 
it of theſe, and it will be diveſted of all that is offenſive and 


dangerous, It is from this conſideration that I wiſh the 
Commons of Great Britain to PAUSE! They are on a 


precipice, and they cannot be too circumſpect. There is 


more miſchief invelloped in a prompt deciſion than they 
fuſpect, and it is poſſible, that with every good wiſh towards 
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his Royal Higneſs, and under the fulleſt conviction that 
they are promoting his future intereſt and comfort, they 
may lay the foundation for dethroning him, or for cutting 7 
off his ſucceſſion. They are not aware, perhaps, that by no- 
tieing his debts, they would neceſſarily be compelled to fet- 


| ter aitd reftrain his future expenditure, and that theſe re- 
_ ftriQtions, juſtified by his imprudence, would furniſh argy- 


ments in abundance to thofe whoſe object is to ſubyert the 
conſtitution, and ſubſtitute in its ſtead what they, either ord 


j very 90 or maliciouſly, term a pure democracy... 

The Commons are not aware perhaps that by taking 

| upon themſelves to provide for the debts, they encou- : 
rage in ſome degree, the very turpitude and indiſcretion 
which they reprobate; while by refuſing to allow the 
Prince to diſcharge his own incumbrances, they . 5 
him in effect unworthy of all truſt. 8 | 
They are not aware that ſuch a deciſion (if it ſhould 
unhappily take place) may hereafter be interpreted as a 
Virtual diſqualification, of which ſome future faction "may 


avail. itſelf, and on the authority of parliament 8 


nounce the Prince of Wales incapaci itated for the office of 
ſovereign; if men who are potoriouſly ayerſe to our 
| eftabliſhments i in church and ſtate, ſhould acquire ſufficient 5 
force and credit to contend with che executive power, what 
anſwer can be given to them, if, taking the act of parlia- 
ment, which they may poſſibly call an at of excluſion, 
_ theyſhould inquire, if a man under this accumulated odium, 

and diſmiſſed ta the world with a character impeached, ſul⸗ 


lied, and in ſome degree deſtroyed by the legiſlature, is A 


proper perſon to ſucceed to the throne. of Great Britain? | 
Hi is to be doe that an event ſo calamitous to himſelf | 
e called upon as it is, to guard n the poſſi- | 
120 of it, and not to > endanger, by a miſtaken Town, 
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che rights of a man; whom it is at onee their duty und their 


intereſt to preſerve from ruin and diſhonor. 
"Thoſe who hold a contrary doctrine, and who — 


no danger from a liberality as ili-timed as it is undeſerved; 


are very ill- qualified indeed to give an opinion on a fabje& 


ſo delicate and important, while thoſe who are for laviſhing 


the public treaſure to the very extent of the demands and 


expectations of his Royal Highneſs, are infinitely more 


| hoftile to the Heir Apparent and to parliament, and cer- 


tainly much more to be dreaded; than the moſt virulent of - 


_ thoſe who would beniſh the nn, and W the au- 
| thority of the latter, 


I aver on the Joint autheticles of common ſenſe, and | 
common honeſty, that the repreſentative'dignity and inte- 
grity, ought not to be ſacrificed to the eaſe, ſplendor, or 

even comfort of any one family or individual whatever, and 


eſpecially of an individual, Who has 'forfeited all claim ts 


confidence or 'reſpe by the public violation of his word, 


and ſtill more if poſſible by the little feeling he has ſhewn 


for the accumulated diſtreſſes of the people, whoſe bloc 


and treaſures have been profuſiy ſquandered in ſupporting 


his family on that throne, from which their predeceſſorz 


were delervedly driven for their exactions and tyranny 


It never can paſs current, in any ſound and honeſt mind, 
that the ſecurity and felicity of millions are to be ſaerificed 
to the guilt and profuſion of one man, or that the intereſts 


of an entire nation are to be put in competition with the 
impudent pretenſions of incorrigible folly. If the Prince 


of Wales has involved himſelf in pecuniary difficulties, -it 


is HIS duty to diſcharge them, and not that of the nation, 
who having allotted a very ample ſum for his income, has 


nothing to do with his debts If the former allowance was 


inadequate, in the name of heaven let it be augmented to 
one hundred thouſand pounds No objection will or can 
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be made to the incraaſe, but let it be his n to diſ- 
charge his embarraſſments, and do not let Parliament degrade 
itſelf by becoming the aſſignees of a Royal Bankrupt—Let 
his Royal Highneſs go into retirement, as was recommended 
on Monday night, by an honeſt and independent member 
of the Houſe of Commons — The advice of Mr. H. Dun- 
combe is ſalutary, and well worthy of conſideration;—it 
argues fidelity to his conſtituents, and reſpect for the Heir 
Apparent; —it breathes loyalty to the Throne, and affection 
to the country, and the Prince by adopting the council that 
has been offered, will recover the eſteer* and confidence of 
the people with a much greater rapidity than he has loſt 
them. —In retirement he will derive advantages, by far 
more valuable and important than an emancipation from 
debt, and which from the univerſal change that has taken 


plwKhace in the minds of men, are become indiſpenſible. It is 
full time that Princes ſhould become ſenfibleof their depen- 


dent and relative ſituation; it is full time that they ſhould 
become competent to the duties of their profeſſion, and 
ceaſe to be tyrants or cyphers i in their dominions,  - 
The Bill on this important queſtion I am ſorry to find, 
is printed, and with a title which expreſsly declares, that 
« Parliament will make a proviſion for the debts.” I was 
willing to attribute to an error of the preſs, what has a di- 
rect tendency to inſpire a well-founded diſtruſt of the inte- 
grity of the Houſe of Commons; I ſhould be ſorry to arraign 
the reclitude of that branch of the legiſlature to which I 
feel attached, and which, I call heaven to witneſs! it 0 
my ſincereſt wiſh, ſhould preſerve its credit with the nation; 
but the duty that I owe to my country is paramount to all 
other conſiderations, and if the Houſe of Commons ſhould 
_ unfortunately betray the truſt repoſed in them; if they 
ſhould in ſervile complaiſance to the Heir Apparent, reſolve 
«upon providing for debts, contracted in direct v tolation. of | 
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2 folemn Sinn; 3 if they ſhould, forgetful of their FE | 


become accomplices in the guilt that would defraud the 
country of SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND 
POUNDS, -I hope that the other branch of the legiſlature, 
the Peers of Britain! will have the virtue to come forward 


and interpoſing their authority, ſtand (as they have done) | 


between a corrupt and dangerous influence, and reſcue at 
once their country from ruin, and its legiſlature from ig- 
nominy. | 


This is the hope of every honeſt and well-diſpoſed ſub- | 
ject in the kingdom; it is the wiſh of every friend to order 


and good government; of thoſe who, deteſting anarchy, 


with to avoid the neceſſity of an APPEAL, the conſe- 
quences of which it is impoſſible to foreſee, and which the 


Commons of Great Britain have it in their power to 
avoid by a poſitive and peremptory refuſal to provide for the 
payment of debts contracted by vice and folly, and which 
AVARICE combined with DESPOTISM would inſolently 
and unfeelingly extort from a een and im mpoveriſned 
ID a+ 
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Ir has "EX. inflgungs, with a degree of —_ pro- 


1 to the malignancy of the falſehood, that the 
foregoing pages have received the countenance' of his | 
Majeſty" 8 Miniſters — The reſpect which is due to the | 


confidential ſervants of the crown, independent of that 
ric and inflexible attachment to ruth, from which no 
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' requires = I ſhould give Aa a direct and immediate contra- 


diction to a.calumny, as atrocious in deſign, : as it is impu- 
dent in aſſertion. I have not the ſlighteſt communication 


with any member of the cabinet, nor will I ever conſent, 


| whatever my good wiſhes towards adminiſtration may be, 
to ſquare my principles by their convenience. The pro- 


fuſion of the male branches of the Royal Family, and 
their contempt of all decency, are matters of public no- 


toriety; their levity has been the conſtant topic of con- | | 


verſation and complaint in all ſocieties; every voice has 
been raiſed againſt them, and all ranks and deſcriptions of 
people have expreſſed their alarms at an obſtinacy bor- 


. . dering upon inſanity, which bidding defiance to all admo- 
nition, might be productive of much ſerious miſchief to 
the country. The conſtitution has been brought into ha- 
zard, by the ſtrong arguments which their conduct furniſh 
againſt royalty, and this danger has been increafed by an 


j 
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3 
application to Parliament in a moment of extrenie calamity 
and diſtreſs, for pecuniary aid to diſcharge debts moſt 
- idly, and moſt ſhamefully contracted, after a ſolemn pro- 
miſe had been given to the nation, that the . ſhould 
not be called upon, a SECOND TIME. e 
The. ſanQity of the engagement has been 3 LO 
1 have cenſured the violation with the ſeverity it deſer ves, 
but not with the ſeverity which I could have done, from 
the fads i in my poſſeſſion. If there i is any. thing: criminal] 
in what I have written, the guilt 1 is entirely my own 
miniſters are perfectly innocent; they were neither accel. 
| ſaries before, nor after che fact, and I believe that the Letter 
to the Prince, is in as little favor at the Treaſury, as it 
is at Carleton Houſe. As to the opinion of the noble 
Lord, who recommended a proſecution to be inſtituted 
againſt the author, it is merely the opinion of an indivi- 
dual, who has been floated- by the turbulence of paſt 
| times, and the natural turbulence of his own. temper, 
| from poverty and obſcurity, into credit and afflaence; and 
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as ſach deſeryes neither credit nor attention; Wit is merely 
the reſult of a mind. diſcaſed; of a mind as coarſe and 


| overbearing, as it is known to be wayward, petulant, reſt- 
lefs, and diſſatisfied; of a mind in love with power and 


impatient of controul ;—perpetually  cavilling, grum- | 
bling, and finding fault with every body and every thing, 


without inclination or capacity to amend what it condemns, 


or magnanimity to pardon what offends or contradicts it; 


proving by its very deſpotiſm its complete diſqualification 


for what it moſt deſires, and rendering i it the common inte- 
reſt of all, that it ſhould be impotent and null. This Ccap< - 
tious Peer, hacknied in Wrong, and better vetſed in legal 


ſubtleties, than in the principles of legiſlation, has in ſome 

degree authoriſed the ſlanders which he affected to diſ- 
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aller this advice, to ſay; nothing worſe of it, is ſuſ- 


picious; nor does it redound to he honor of his Lord- 


Hip's underſtanding, that he ſhould have councilled go- 
vernment to commit its dignity, and hazard ſomething Z 
more chan its credit, by a conteſt with reaſon, fupported 
dy facts think; if he had confultey, either his library, 
or his experience, that he would have been leſs preci ipitate, 
and that if his memory had not failed him, the recollection 
of his hiſtory and good fortune would have taught him, 
humility and filence;—T defire no other Weapon to fell 
this Colofſus; than his Charafter—A variety of other 
reports have been circulated, (with a view to check the 
influence, and retard the progreſs of truth,) which it | 
does not become me to notice —It would be an endleſs 
taſk indeed, to refute every idle rumor, that goſſipping | 
ignorance or miſchievous malice may fabricate. I have 
"ab leiſure for ſuch occupation, and the noble Lo d may 5 
venture to believe me when I aſſure him, that 1 have 
as littie reliſh for Canterbury tales as his Lordſhip, though 
not preciſely f from the fame. motive—That he is a better 5 
labs of what conſtitutes 2 libel, and that he has gained 
mare by proſecuting ſuch publications, than the author of 
the preceding pages, ever wiſhes to gain by writing them, 
will readily. be admitted by thoſe, who are acquainted with 
the characters of the two men, but that a love of litigation, 
ſhould in the very decline of life, triumph over the mild 
diictates of policy and equity, is a melancholy proof of the 
A ocean infec of tub; That this mag ſo 
much indebted to accident, and ſo little to merit for his 
extraordinary ſucceſs. in life, ſhould wiſh to involve the 
Prineę in a, conteſt: where, « mach may be. oft, and nothing 
can be gained neither argues diſcretion nar affection, for 
affection would have given better council, and at his age, 
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we ot the W to be more temperate aa 
rect—but his Lordſhip, I am afraid is too old to learn 
_ morality, or I could ſchool him to better purpoſes |—If 
however his advice ſhould be adopted, and the books - 


ſeller be required by legal proceſs to diſcover the author 


of the offenſive Letter, my name will be no longer a 
ſecret; I ſhall feel myſelf bound in honor to Tome for- 
ward, and ſhield, if poſſible," an innocent man, depen- 
dent on his induſtry for a maintenance, from the conſe- 
quences which may enſue, and for which I ought to be 
reſponſible. * It is impoſſible to ſay at preſent, what inter- 
pretation the laws may give to my well-intentioned zeal; | 
but whenever they are called upon to. decide, my attach- 
ment to the conſtitution will be acknowledged, even by 
thoſe who have been the moſt aRive i in arraigning it; the 
juſtice of the cauſe I have eſpouſed, inſpires me with con- 
fidence, and Tam prepared for the event. The mind, con- 
ſcious of its rectitude, cannot fink into deſpondency ; its 
ſtrength and exertions will ever keep pace with occaſion, 
and I will cheerfully truſt my fortune, my liberty, and my 
reputation, to the verdict of an ENGLISH JURY. 
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